
Thanks to a partnership with Tractor Supply Company (TSC), 
over $522,000 has been raised in Michigan since 2010 to 
support 4-H locally through the 4-H Paper Clover fundraiser.

The 4-H Paper Clover fundraiser, a national partnership 
between TSC and 4-H, has been held in the spring and fall of 
each year since 2010 at each of Tractor Supply Company’s 
1,600 stores – including the 81 stores in Michigan. During the 
campaign period, paper clovers are sold for $1 at checkout with 
proceeds benefiting 4-H programs where each store is located.  

“The entire team at Tractor Supply is excited for the opportunity 
to team up with 4-H for the eighth consecutive year of Paper Clover 
fundraisers,” said Christi Korzekwa, senior vice president of marketing 
at Tractor Supply Company. “The support of our dedicated customers 
and team members has made a powerful, tangible effect on the lives 
of many 4-H’ers who use 4-H programs to develop valuable life skills.”

In the most recent Paper Clover event, held Oct. 5-16, $871,771 
was raised nationally for 4-H; of that, $43,586 was donated in 
Michigan, ranking it sixth in the nation. Seventy percent of those 
funds supported county 4-H programs, 10 percent supported 4-H 
volunteer and teen leadership training workshops, 5 percent went for 
state 4-H programs, 5 percent went to the Michigan 4-H Foundation 

and 10 percent went to National 4-H Council for underwriting the 
cost of the program. 

The Gaylord TSC store in Otsego County was the top-selling 
Paper Clover store last fall. The store has been recognized as one 
of the top stores nationally as well.

“Our 4-H council organizes shifts for 4-H clubs to come in and sell 
clovers, usually, for two hours at a time,” said Devora Davis, Otsego 
County MSU Extension 4-H program coordinator. “Sometimes clubs 
bring projects to do or animals to show. It helps having kids present 
as much as possible because they talk directly to the customers.

“I also use this time to recruit youth and adults to 4-H,” Davis added.
Davis also credits the Gaylord TSC store as being very supportive 

of the Paper Clover fundraiser and 4-H in general. The TSC store not 
only provides visibility for 4-H during the Paper Clover fundraiser but 
also offers opportunities at other times throughout the year for club 
fundraisers and promotion at the store.

“The TSC employees are always helpful and even contact 4-H 
staff or volunteers when other events are going on in the store to see 
if we want to help out and support agriculture,” Davis said. “If there 
is a special event at the store, they ask if a club wants to have a bake 
sale to be present.”

The proceeds from the Paper Clover fundraiser in Otsego County 
provide scholarships for 4-H members to attend local 4-H camps, 
4-H workshops at Kettunen Center and 4-H Exploration Days at MSU.

The next TSC Paper Clover promotion will be April 26–May 

7. Visit your local TSC store to support your local 4-H program by 
purchasing a paper 4-H clover!
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TSC supports 4-H locally with Paper Clover Promotion

For the fall 2016 Paper 
Clover the top five 
Michigan TSC stores were: 
• Gaylord (Otsego County)
• Sturgis  (St. Joseph County)
• Mt. Pleasant (Isabella County)
• South Haven (Van Buren County)
• Midland (Midland County)

The top five Michigan 
counties* were: 
• St. Joseph County
• Genesee County
• Otsego County
• Oakland County
• St. Clair County
*Note: some counties have multiple 
stores.

During the Tractor Supply Co. 4-H Paper Clover Fundraiser, paper 
clovers are sold for $1 at TSC stores, with proceeds benefiting 
local 4-H programs. 4-H clubs and members provide visibility for 
4-H during the campaign and host club fund-raisers at the stores.

Apr. 1 – Outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 
opened. The Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden is 
open year round. Learn more at: 4hgarden.msu.edu.

April 26-May 7 – 4-H Paper Clover Promotion. Visit 
your local Tractor Supply Company store to purchase a 
paper clover to support your county 4-H program. For 
details visit, www.tractorsupply.com/4H.

June 1 – Deadline to apply for 4-H Mini-Grants & MFB 
4-H Excellence in Ag Awards. Apply at http://mi4hfdtn.org.

June 1 – Deadline for State 4-H Award sponsorships.
June 30 – Donation deadline for FY2016-17 gift credit.
Oct. 6 – Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership 
Meeting at Michigan State University.

calendar of events
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In 1951, business and educational leaders gathered to explore 
the need for an organization “to help procure financial aid 
for the needs of an expanded 4-H program,” as stated in the 

minutes of the Sept. 22, 1951, meeting of the Friends of 4-H. The 
committee met again in February 1952 to establish the articles 
of incorporation and bylaws for the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 
The articles were filed on April 25, 1952.

On May 27, 1952, the first meeting of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation featured a ceremonial signing of the “Founders 
Scroll” by the six incorporators and charter members. The six 
incorporators were Joseph H. Alexanian, Joseph C. Cahill, H.J. 
Gallagher, Milon Grinnell, George A. Haggerty and Arne G. 
Kettunen. The first 15 trustees and officers were subsequently 
elected to the board of trustees.

Sixty-five years later, the Michigan 4-H Foundation is a $9.49 
million 501(c)(3) fundraising organization led by a 30-member 
board of trustees. 

Highlights of 65 years
1952-1969

After four years of existence, in 1956 the board launches the Camp 
Kett Campaign, its first major fundraising campaign. By 1957, the 
foundation acquires nearly 140 acres of property with frontage on 
Center Lake in Osceola County for the construction of Camp Kett. A 
cornerstone ceremony is held Sept. 17, 1960 to dedicate the camp 
in honor of Arne G. Kettunen, who died in 1959. In 1961, Camp 
Kett opens as the nation’s first 4-H conference center.

1970-1979

In 1972, Camp Kett is renamed Kettunen Center. The Detroit 4-H 
Center also opens that year launching a major Michigan 4-H urban 
programming initiative. The 4-H Proud Equestrians Program – 
therapeutic horseback riding – begins in 1974. By 1977, the Kettunen 
Center Improvement Project is launched to update facilities. And, 
in1979, the 4-H Mainstreaming Project is funded with major grants 
from the C.S. Mott and W.K. Kellogg foundations – the largest grant 
to a state 4-H program at the time.

1980-1989

In 1980, an earth-sheltered home is constructed at Kettunen 
Center as the residence for the Kettunen Center director. By 1984, 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation begins to help county 4-H programs 
establish funds. 1987 marked the gift of Tollgate Center to MSU 
for use as a 4-H education center is supported by an additional 
grant from the Americana Foundation to the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation. In 1988, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation grants $2.16 
million to fund the “SPACES: Preparing Kids for a High-Tech and 
Global Future” initiative for early adolescent development.This 
same year Kettunen Center begins offering 4-H environmental and 
outdoor education programs (formerly called 4-H TRACKERS).

1990-1999

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden opens in 1993 on the 
campus of Michigan State University as the first youth-focused 
garden located on a university campus. In 1994, Vision 2021: 
Campaign for Kettunen Center is launched. This $2.5 million 

MICHIGAN 4-h foundation

George A. Haggarty, Detroit attorney and first president of the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation, signs the scroll on May 27, 1952, as other 
incorporators look on. They are (L to R): Joseph C. Cahill, Detroit Edison 
Company; Milon Grinnell, editor of Michigan Farmer and vice president 
of the foundation; H.J. Gallagher, Consumers Power Company; and 
Arne G. Kettunen, state 4-H club leader and secretary of the foundation. 
Joseph H. Alexanian was the sixth incorporator (not pictured).

Michigan 4-H Foundation marks 65th anniversary

Michigan 4-H Foundation  
65th Annual Membership Meeting
Fri., Oct. 6, 2017 
Refreshments served at 9:30 a.m.
Annual Membership Meeting: 10-11:30 a.m.
Clover Citation Luncheon: 12-1 p.m. (by invitation only)

Kellogg Center
Michigan State University
219 South Harrison Road 
East Lansing, Michigan 48824

Agenda items:
• Trustee elections.
• Audited financial statement report.
• 2017 president’s report.

Foundation members are individuals or organizations that 
donated $25 or more to the Michigan 4-H Foundation in the 
past year. Members are encouraged to attend and vote on all 
items at the meeting. Visit mi4hfdtn.org for details.
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campaign update

campaign UPDATE

As of March 31, 2017, total giving 
for the Campaign for Michigan 
4-H’s Future totaled $9.72 million – 

77.8 percent of the $12.5 million campaign 
goal.

The Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future 
has a $4.5 million goal for statewide 4-H 
program support for science literacy, healthy 
lifestyles, leadership and civic engagement, 
workforce readiness and financial literacy, 
and volunteer development.

Featured Focus – 4-H Workforce 
Readiness and Financial Literacy
4-H workforce readiness and financial 
literacy programs give youth the workforce 
skills required for a knowledge-based 
economy and the financial literacy skills 
needed to manage money effectively 
and make good financial decisions. 4-H 
helps youth explore entrepreneurship 
opportunities and 4-H introduces them to 
the skills, knowledge and attitudes needed 
to be successful. 

4-H workforce readiness and financial 
literacy is at 22 percent of its $500,000 
goal. Support has been received from 
the National Endowment for Financial 
Literacy and from a new partnership with 
the Chemical Bank Foundation to develop 
money-smart youth. Learn more about this 
partnership on page 4.
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77.8% to goal
$9.72  million 

of $12.5 million

campaign improved facilities (including the Red Oak wing 
addition and the Mawby Learning Center), grounds and 4-H 
environmental programs. The Polish Connections project is 
initiated in 1995, resulting in 4-H programs in Poland and the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation becoming the fund development 
model for the creation of the Polish 4-H Foundation. In 1998, 
the Michigan 4-H Youth Conservation Council is established.

2000-2009

The Campaign for 4-H is launched July 1, 2000. The campaign, 
which concluded in 2007, raised over $10 million, exceeding 
previous capital campaign totals by more than $7 million. In 2001, 
the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation funds the Dow 
Connected Gardens Project. The Alice Mahoney estate gift for the 
4-H Children’s Garden is also the largest estate gift to date that year. 
In 2002, Michigan opens the national 4-H centennial year with the 
Michigan Conversation on Youth Development. Celebration events 
took place throughout the year and included a family reunion, gala, 
tailgate and the induction of the inaugural class of the 4-H Emerald 
Clover Society. In 2003, the Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden 
opens, providing year-round educational access to science-based 
learning. Beginning in 2006 several groups launch campaigns 
to establish endowments for Michigan 4-H. They include the the 
funds for 4-H international programs, Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H 
Excellence in Agriculture, Michigan 4-H volunteer recognition and the 
multi-focused fund created by the Michigan Division of the Woman’s 
National Farm & Garden Association (WNF&GA). In 2008, the Pete 
and Sally Smith Schoolyard Demonstration Garden opens. This 
2,500-square-foot addition to the outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Garden offers ideas for creating gardens in small spaces. In 2008, 
Kettunen Center is certified as a Green Lodging Michigan Partner by 
the Michigan Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth 
and in 2009, upgraded to a Green Lodging Michigan Steward.

2010-present

The $12.5 million Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future begins July 
1, 2011. The Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign 
is launched in 2013 with the goal of increasing 4-H philanthropy 
by local 4-H family support. Matching funds were offered for 
counties to grow local 4-H endowments. In 2014, the first Town 
and Country Gala is held in Grand Rapids, marking the public 
launch of the Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future and featuring 
the 4-H Emerald Awards recognition. Later that year, the Michigan 
4-H Foundation receives the single largest gift to date – a $3.85 
million estate gift comprising a $1.85 million cash and a $2 million 
property distribution from the Mary (Sally) and Donovan (Pete) Smith 
trusts. Bathrooms are built in the outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens in 2015.
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A new partnership with Chemical Bank will expand  
the reach of 4-H youth financial literacy education.

The Money Smart Youth Financial Literacy Program, a new 
partnership with the Chemical Bank Foundation, provides 
youth with opportunities to increase their personal financial 

knowledge, practice money management skills and in turn apply 
these skills and knowledge to becoming financially smart and secure.

“At Chemical Bank, we believe in the importance of promoting 
financial literacy with our customers and in our communities, and 
the earlier people learn these skills in life, the better off they will 
be in the future,” said Lynn Kerber, Chemical Bank Foundation 
president. “The 4-H Money Smart Youth project helps youth learn a 
variety of skills ranging from the basics of saving to more complex 
skills such as investing, cash flow and understanding credit.” 

4-H Money Smart Youth engages youth in financial education 
learning and also trains adult volunteers on how to engage youth 
around financial literacy learning. Additionally, Raising Money 
Smart Children workshops will be offered for parents and children 
to learn basic money management skills together.

“The exposure to financial education as youth will help young 
people develop financially smart habits and know how and where 
to seek out additional information when they are older,” said 
Laurie Rivetto, MSU Extension 4-H educator. “We ‘don’t know 
what we don’t know,’ so allowing youth to interact with financial 
terms, reconcile an account or developing a personal budget 
exposes them to skills that they will utilize throughout their lives.”  

According to the 2015 Consumer Financial Literacy Survey 
from the National Foundation for Credit Counseling, 70 percent 
of American adults are worried about their personal finances, and 
75 percent agree that they could benefit from advice and answers 
to everyday financial questions from a professional. Sixty percent 
of Americans say they continue to spend without a budget. These 
adult behaviors are very likely a carryover from lack of financial 
experience as youth. 

“Our hope is that youth will feel more prepared and more 
competent about their finances and less worried about what they 
are doing than research shows today’s adult is,” Rivetto said.

Chemical Bank’s support helps 4-H engage youth through 
camps, skill training events and ongoing 4-H educational activities 
designed to provide real-life experiences and practice in money 
management to improve youth spending and saving behaviors 
and risk awareness.

“The partnership with Chemical Bank allows our team to 
greatly expand the programming that we are doing and to have 
a specific focus on youth financial education. This has allowed 
us to develop enhanced programs such as in-depth 4-H treasurer 

training and money management SPIN clubs. We will be able to 
have a money management focus during 4-H Exploration Days 
2018 through this support,” Rivetto said. 

(A 4-H SPIN club is a combination of the concept of special 
interest groups with the 4-H club model. 4-H SPIN clubs focus 
on a specific topic – in this case money management – and take 
place within a specific length of time.)

“This partnership has also allowed us to gather substantial data 
by the development and implementation of follow-up evaluation 
processes to learn more about the impact of 4-H financial 
education work through our team’s direct work and through the 
impact of our 4-H volunteers,” Rivetto added.

Chemical Bank has been a strong supporter of Michigan 4-H since 
the mid-1980s, providing statewide support for 4-H and Kettunen 
Center as well as county 4-H support from local branches.

“In addition to providing youth with opportunities to develop 
skills like those presented in the Money Smart program, 4-H’s 
diverse programming and the learning opportunities provided 
in areas such as engineering, leadership development and 
community service are valuable skills that can help prepare 
youth for jobs not only in the financial industry but in a number 
of different areas as well,” Kerber said.

“The Michigan 4-H Foundation is an organization that is closely 
aligned with Chemical Bank’s ideals, and we wholeheartedly 
support 4-H’s focus on youth development. Chemical Bank supports 
organizations that improve the quality of life in communities where 
we live, work and play, and we believe in supporting organizations 
like 4-H who share the same values,” she added.

Thanks to a new partnership with the Chemical Bank Foundation, 
the 4-H Money Smart Youth Financial Literacy Program will create 
opportunities for 4-H youth to increase their personal financial 
knowledge, practice money management skills and in turn, become 
financially smart and secure. Pictured are members of the Barry 
County 4-H Money Management SPIN Club.

Chemical Bank helps SUPPORT ‘money smart youth’
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Since 2015, the Corn Marketing Program of Michigan 
has grown its commitment to 4-H by providing general 
support for statewide 4-H programs in addition to its annual 

sponsorship of the 4-H Renewable Energy Camp.
“We see those individuals who go through programs like 4-H – 

they are so much better prepared for life,” said Jim Zook, executive 
director of the Corn Marketing Program of Michigan (CMPM). 

The 4-H Renewable Energy Camp is a weeklong event at 
Michigan State University each summer where youth learn about 
solar, wind and bioenergy from experts in the field. Youth also 
visit renewable energy production sites.

“Young people that attend the 4-H Renewable Energy Camp 
are typically from non-rural areas. It is a great way to expose 
youth to agriculture and show the great careers in both renewable 
energy and agricultural fields,” Zook said.

Ninety-seven percent of 4-H Renewable Energy Camp participants 
surveyed reported that the camp prepared them to attend college, 
and 89 percent indicated that they were more likely to pursue a 
career in the renewable energy field as a result of attending.

“Better preparing young people for our working world is a 
way we can make our industry better. 4-H gives them practical 
experience and teaches our youth that if you work hard you will 
be rewarded for your work,” he added.

Prior to his role at CMPM, Zook served as a crop agent for MSU 
Extension and later as Tuscola County Extension director (CED). 
He was born and raised on his family’s farm in central Illinois and 

received a bachelor’s degree from Illinois State University. He worked 
in the farm supply business before to moving to Michigan in 1999. 
He helped facilitate discussions for Michigan Corn Processors that 
eventually led to the state’s first ethanol facility, in Caro, and then 
helped co-found and manage the ethanol facility in Woodbury.

“As a former CED myself, I know the impact 4-H has as a 
whole,” Zook said. “There are so many great 4-H programs 
throughout the state. We give to the foundation to allow it to meet 
the needs of 4-H as they arise. Youth learn life skills, common 
sense, problem solving, working with others – all skills which are 
critical to surviving. 4-H accomplishes all of that.

“We are helping build the foundation we so desperately need 
when it comes to future policymakers and businesses. We look 
to 4-H and youth programs to help build future leaders today,” 
Zook said. “It’s a two-way street – we know if we help give to 
youth today, they will strive to be better tomorrow.”

The Corn Marketing Program works to grow the corn industry 
in Michigan through foreign and domestic market development, 
promotion, education and research that stimulates the demand for corn.

“We look for new markets, educate policymakers and help our 
farmers be more profitable. Our mission is also about empowering 
tomorrow’s growers and helping them pave the way for the future.”

For every bushel of corn grown in Michigan and sold, one penny 
comes to the CMPM to be used for research, education, market 
development and promotion. The CMPM was enacted in March 1993 
after farmers across the state petitioned the director of the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) to develop a check-off program for 
commodities grown and sold in Michigan. Every five years the program 
is voted on by the state’s corn farmers. The MDA director has oversight 
over the program, and nine farmer members are appointed by the 
governor for three-year terms on the CMPM Board of Directors.

michigan 4-H

The Corn Marketing Program works to grow the corn industry 
in Michigan including promotion, education and research that 
stimulates the demand for corn. Above is Captain Cornelius, the 
CMP mascot with youth from St. Clair County.

corn marketing PROGRAM GROWS 4-h COMMITMENT

MIchigan hosts statewide  
4-H Alumni event

The 4-H Alumni Tip-off Reception hosted by the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation and Michigan 4-H Youth Development took place 
at Spartan Stadium Jan. 22 prior to the 4-H Day at the Breslin. 
Sixty 4-H alumni attended the reception, which featured a visit by 
Sparty. This event marked Michigan’s first statewide 4-H alumni 
event as part of the national 4-H alumni recruitment effort.
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Michigan Farm Bureau has continued its longtime 
sponsorship of the 4-H Award of the Clover program. 
These resources help local 4-H programs honor 4-H 

volunteers who reach 20 or more years of service to 4-H. MFB 
has supported this recognition for nearly five decades. 

“We understand the value 4-H provides to Michigan youth,” 
said Carl Bednarski, Michigan Farm Bureau president. “The 
program not only gives youth life-long skills and experiences, but 
allows youth to develop into responsible Michigan citizens. We 
are excited to continue our support of Michigan’s 4-H program.”

Volunteer recognition is an integral component of the 4-H 
program. Adult volunteers help youth develop new skills and 
explore their interests through safe, fun and engaging learning 
experiences. It is critical to honor the caring adults who give their 
time to help young people learn and achieve through 4-H.

MFB has shown its commitment to volunteer recognition with the 
creation of the MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award – the 
product of a campaign led by MFB to establish an endowment to 
honor and recognize outstanding achievements of 4-H volunteers 
exhibiting excellence in 4-H youth education and leadership 
development in 4-H agriculture areas. Honorees each designate a 
$1,000 grant toward a 4-H agricultural program of their choice for 
volunteer training, supplies, new curricula or program opportunities 
that enhance 4-H locally or statewide. 

Eighteen honorees have received the award since its inception 
in 2007. The 2016 MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award 
recipients were Penny Sween, of Leslie, and Hollis and Jill 

Rockwell, Shelby.
Hollis and Jill Rockwell, Oceana County

Hollis and Jill Rockwell have been involved with 4-H since 
their youth. Today they are deeply involved with the 4-star Beef 
4-H Club, and both hold positions on the Oceana County Farm 
Bureau – Hollis on the Board of Directors and Jill on the Promotion 
and Education Committee. Hollis advocates for Michigan’s 
agricultural needs at the Ag Legislative Breakfast hosted by MSU 
Extension bi-monthly. Additionally, he currently holds the position 
of vice president for the Oceana County 4-H Market Livestock 
Committee. Hollis is the current beef barn superintendent at 
the Oceana County Fair. Jill is involved in various projects with 
Oceana 4-H. She helps organize and run the Oceana County 
Folk Festival, the Oceana County Farm Bureau Spring Break 
Day Camp, and the 4-H Community-wide Yard Sale and Bake 
Sale. Jill is involved in educating 4-H youth in meat quality and 
selection and also on Michigan’s potato industry. Jill has held the 
position of treasurer for the 4-H Small Market Animal Association 
Committee and is currently a member of the Oceana County 4-H 
Youth Council, helping make decisions for the overall educational 
goals and growth of Oceana County 4-H.
Penny Sween, Ingham County

Penny Sween has contributed her efforts to 4-H since she was an 
Ingham County 4-H youth. She helped create the Town N County 
4-H Club. In addition to being the club administrative leader, 
she was the Ingham County rabbit superintendent, 4-H council 
president and member of the Ingham County 4-H Livestock 
Committee. Sween is an active member of the Michigan State 
Rabbit Breeders Association and the American Rabbit Breeders 
Association, and serves on several other state and national breed 
associations and local rabbit organizations. She is a nationally 
known and respected rabbit judge and, along with her daughter, 
raises and shows several types of rabbits. Sween encourages youth 
to explore their passions and interests and works to engage club 
members in community service.

In addition, MFB has continued as a partner of 4-H Capitol 

Experience for the past three years. 4-H Capitol Experience is a 
four-day teen conference with a focus on state government and 
policy making.

MFB is the state’s largest general farm organization. Its purpose 
is to represent, protect and enhance the business, economic, 
social and educational interests of its members.

MICHIGAN 4-h

mFB renews 4-H VOLUNTEER support; honors 4-H volunteers

Know an outstanding 
Michigan 4-H volunteer?
The Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H Excellence in 
Agriculture Award recognizes outstanding 
achievements of Michigan 4-H volunteers who 
have exhibited excellence in 4-H youth education & 
leadership development in the areas of: 
beef cattle
dairy cattle
goats
horses 

horticulture, crops & soils 
poultry
rabbits
sheep

swine 
veterinary science 
 

Honorees choose where their $1,000 recognition award 
will go to advance Michigan 4-H agriculture programs. 

Apply online or download a nomination form: 
http://bit.ly/MFB4HExAward

NOMINATIONS ARE DUE JUNE 1 
to the Michigan 4-H Foundation.
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With a new grant from the Hal and Jean Glassen 

Memorial Foundation, the Michigan 4-H Shooting 
Sports Program was able to purchase a trailer to store 

and transport equipment.
“The Glassen Foundation support means our 4-H shooting 

sports program can continue to grow in number of volunteer 
leaders and equipment which translates to more youth 
involvement,” said Nick Baumgart, MSU Extension educator for 
environmental and outdoor education and shooting sports.  

The Glassen Foundation’s focus is on environmental and 
outdoor education, shooting sports programs and enhancing 
wildlife, and animal welfare research.

“It’s one of our missions to support shooting sports education,” 
said Thomas Huggler, Glassen Foundation president. “It made 
sense for us to provide support for the trailer to export the program 
all over the state of Michigan.”

“Hal Glassen wanted us to make investments in shooting sports 
and youth education in shooting sports, hunting and conservation. 
By supporting 4-H, we are supporting two of the legs on this ‘stool,’” 
Huggler said.

Hal and Jean Glassen were avid hunters, outdoor enthusiasts 
and wildlife conservationists. They established the Glassen 
Foundation to continue their lifelong ambitions and goals. Hal, 
a University of Wisconsin graduate, was a partner in the Lansing 
law firm of Glassen, Rhead, McLean, Campbell and Schumacher 
and practiced law for 62 years prior to his death in 1992. Jean 
was the first woman to graduate from the University of Wisconsin. 
With a degree in bacteriology, she pursued a career as a biologist 
with the Michigan Department of Public Health. 

“My own kids are active in Eaton County 4-H, including 
shooting sports,” Huggler said. “I know firsthand the value of the 
4-H shooting sports program – I’ve seen the value from my kids, 
and they’re really enthused. 

“When you think about it, the investment you make in shooting 
sports is small – kids learn confidence, new skills, cooperation – 
this is what 4-H is all about. For the low cost, the return on the 
investment is multiplied – the future of conservation, hunting and 
fishing is all resting on the shoulders of our youth,” he added.

In addition, the Glassen Foundation has annually sponsored 
the 4-H Shooting Sports Volunteer and Instructor Training 
Workshop at Kettunen Center since 2010.

“The 4-H Shooting Sports Workshop trains the 4-H volunteers 
who teach the youth – it’s the gift that keeps on giving. The trainers 
spread the influence and provide opportunity for kids all over the 
state of Michigan,” Huggler said. “These shooting sports and 
outdoor education programs are so important. That’s why we 
get so excited about it!”

The 4-H Shooting Sports Workshop, held each April, is one of 
the largest 4-H workshops at Kettunen Center. At the workshop, 4-H 
participants learn about the Michigan 4-H shooting sports mission, 
policies, risk management, safety, discipline-specific equipment use 
and care. Participants also develop and improve skills in teaching 
shooting sports activities to youth; learn how to develop, expand 
and maintain local 4-H shooting sports programs; and refresh and 
renew their respect and concern for safety in the 4-H shooting sports 
program. Adults who successfully complete the workshop and all other 
requirements receive certification as Michigan 4-H shooting sports 
instructors for the discipline in which they participate.

“The Glassen Foundation’s annual support reduces the cost of 
the annual 4-H leader certification workshop at Kettunen Center.  
In addition, Glassen has generously allowed us to purchase much 
needed equipment to enhance our training abilities,” Baumgart said.

4-H Mini-Grants available!
The following mini-grants are offered  
by the Michigan 4-H Foundation:

1. Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants – Two $1,000 grants.

2. 4-H On-Target Grants – Two $500 grants available.

3. Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture Grant – One $350
grant available.

4. 4-H Educational Garden Grants – Two $1,000 grants.

Apply online at http://mi4hfdtn.org/grants
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE JUNE 1, 2017.

MICHIGAN 4-h

A new grant from the Hal and Jean Glassen Foundation has 
provided a new 4-H shooting sports trailer to store and transport 
the equipment in order to increase 4-H youth involvement in the 
program statewide. Pictured above are 4-H shooting sports state 
trainers and several youth members of the Barry County 4-H 
Shooting Sports Club.

GLASSEN FOUNDATION EXPANDS resources FOR 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS
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MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special 
people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.

Enclosed is a gift of $ . ❒ In loving memory of  ❒ In tribute to 

Send announcement of this gift to: Name 

Address  City  State  ZIP 

Sent by: (Donor’s Name) 

Address  City  State  ZIP 

County  Phone ( )  Email 

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member. 

Payment by:

❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)

❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard    ❒ Visa    ❒ Discover    ❒ American Express 

Name (as on card)  Credit Card No. 

Exp. Date (mm/yy)  Signature 

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, 535 Chestnut Road, Room 240, East Lansing, MI 48824 MICS 2751

memorial gifts | In memory of

Memorial gifts make lasting tribute to the memory of family members and 
friends. Tribute gifts recognize the contributions and talents of living persons 
or celebrate a special occasion. To make a memorial or tribute gift today, 
complete the form below or donate online now at www.mi4hfdtn.org!

4-H Alumni: Raise Your Hand!
As part of a national 4-H movement, 4-H alumni 

across the nation are asked to “Raise Your Hand 
and Pay It Forward” to empower the next generation 
of True Leaders.

4-H gives young people the opportunity to 
learn by doing, grow from failure and develop 
the skills they need to handle what life throws their 
way. No one knows this better than 4-H alumni, 
who have experienced 4-H firsthand.

Show your 4-H pride and help bring the same 
opportunities that you enjoyed to kids in your 
community and nationwide. Joining is easy:
1. Raise Your Hand – Complete the form online
at 4H.org/RaiseYourHand to show your pride as 
a 4-H alum.
2. Compete for your state – Raising your hand
is a vote toward a $20,000, $10,000 or $5,000 
award for the states with the most alumni hands 
raised by June 30, 2017.
3. Pay it Forward – Post and share your #4HGrown
experience on 
social media 
and tag fellow 
alumni asking 
them to raise 
the i r  hands 
a t  4 H. o r g /
RaiseYourHand.
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COUNTY 4-h

County 4-H Endowment Campaign: Making the Final Match
Local 4-H endowments encourage continued 
private and public investment

Michigan 4-H has expanded its philanthropic community 
among 4-H alumni, volunteers and families with the 
Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign. This 

campaign was designed to engage and educate the Michigan 4-H 
family to increase their private support for 4-H.

We are pleased that 31 Michigan county 4-H programs said yes 
to the opportunity to participate in the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 
county 4-H endowment match campaign. The 31 county 4-H 
endowment match campaign partners are: Allegan, Arenac, Branch, 
Calhoun, Chippewa, Clare, Clinton, Eaton, Grand Traverse, 
Gratiot, Hillsdale, Houghton-Keweenaw, Ingham, Ionia, Kalkaska, 
Kent, Lapeer, Lenawee, Macomb, Mason, Midland, Montcalm, 
Muskegon, Oakland, Osceola, Ottawa, Sanilac, Shiawassee,  
St. Joseph, Washtenaw and Wayne counties.

As of Dec. 31, 2016, these counties had raised a total of 
$897,286 from 1,579 donors. 

“We believe the campaign has achieved the goal of helping to 
stem the threat to the future of 4-H, which has been increasingly 
challenged by declining public support,” said Cheryl Howell, Michigan 
4-H Foundation executive director. “This campaign has served to 
build the private philanthropic culture and commitment among 4-H 
families, alumni, staff members and volunteers to ensure continued 
local and statewide support for Michigan 4-H programs.”

The $10,000 endowment minimum was met by 30 of the 31 
participating county 4-H programs to be eligible for the match. 
Nineteen of the participating counties have met or exceeded their 
published local campaign goals. Additionally, nine counties raised 
$50,000 or more in local gifts: Gratiot, Kent, Lenawee, Montcalm, 
Osceola, Shiawassee, St. Joseph, Washtenaw and Ingham. 

The Ingham County 4-H Make the Match Endowment 

Campaign was co-chaired by MSU Extension retirees Cynthia 

Mark and James Mulvany. Along with a small committee of 
current and past 4-H volunteers and staff members and in 
cooperation with the Ingham County 4-H Council, they were able 
to make the endowment a reality for Ingham County.

“We created a job description for the endowment committee so 
they knew what was expected of them,” Mark said. “We kicked off 
at the fair the summer of 2015. We met, had displays at the fair 
in the 4-H areas – mostly to raise awareness of the endowment 
and what it is.”

Mark explained that she and other committee members had 
to educate potential donors first so that there was a general 
understanding of what an endowment is as well as matching funds. 

The Ingham County 4-H Endowment Fund was one of nine counties 
that raised $50,000 or more in local gifts as part of the Make 
the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign. The endowment’s 
interest earnings can provide general support for Ingham County 
4-H. Pictured above are participants at the Ingham County 4-H 
Still Life Workshop in January.

County 4-H Endowment Match Campaign Impacts

• The $10,000 endowment minimum was met by 30 
of the 31 participating county 4-H programs to be 
eligible for the match. 

• Nine counties raised $50,000 or more locally. 
• Nineteen of the participating counties have met or 

exceeded their published local campaign goals. 
• 4-H councils representing 23 counties (Allegan, 

Arenac, Branch, Chippewa, Clare, Clinton, Eaton, 
Grand Traverse, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Houghton-
Keweenaw, Ingham, Ionia, Kalkaska, Kent, Lapeer, 
Mason, Midland, Montcalm, Muskegon, Ottawa, St. 
Joseph and Washtenaw) contributed $98,011 to help 
grow county 4-H endowments. 

• From July 1, 2011 through Dec. 31, 2016, the value 
of foundation managed, general purpose county 4-H 
endowment funds has increased by $1,432,714.

• The endowment match campaign brought 1,193 new 
or first-time donors to support 4-H. 

• These endowments have encouraged local donors to 
document planned and estate gifts to continue to grow 
their county 4-H endowment funds. 

• The match campaign has increased knowledge among 
4-H staff, youth members, volunteers and alumni 
about the importance of long-term private support to 
sustain and grow Michigan 4-H programs. 
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COUNTY 4-H

County Goal Total 
Committed

% to 
Goal

Qualifying 
Match Amt

Allegan  $50,000 $29,385 59% $23,890

Arenac  $10,000 $10,410 104% $10,320

Branch  $50,000 $21,956 44% $21,623

Calhoun  $20,000 $26,697 133% $26,697

Chippewa  $50,000 $16,892 34% $10,294

Clare  $4,000 $4,253 106% $4,253

Clinton  $50,000 $38,756 78% $38,755

Eaton  $20,000 $20,240 101% $20,240

Grand Traverse  $50,000 $11,320 23% $11,320

Gratiot  $50,000 $51,845 104% $50,000

Hillsdale  $20,000 $16,513 83% $16,180

Houghton- 
Keweenaw

 $25,000 $15,044 60% $15,044

Ingham  $50,000 $53,099 106% $47,618

Ionia  $50,000 $38,317 77% $38,317

Kalkaska  $10,000 $11,167 112% $11,167

Kent  $50,000 $53,439 107% $50,000

Lapeer  $50,000 $22,343 45% $18,118

Lenawee  $50,000 $50,000 100% $50,000

Macomb  $15,000 $16,585 111% $16,585

Mason  $30,000 $38,010 127% $38,010

Midland  $10,000 $15,500 155% $15,500

Montcalm  $50,000 $50,945 102% $50,000

Muskegon  $50,000 $31,447 63% $31,447

Oakland  $10,000 $3,265 33% $0

Osceola  $50,000 $50,000 100% $50,000

Ottawa  $50,000 $21,026 42% $16,576

Sanilac  $12,000 $12,040 100% $12,040

Shiawassee  $50,000 $50,175 100% $50,000

St. Joseph  $50,000 $50,125 100% $50,000

Washtenaw  $50,000 $55,373 111% $50,000

Wayne  $10,000 $11,787 118% $11,787

Make the Match County 4-H Endowment Campaign Progress

The chart above shows Make the Match County 4-H Endowment 
campaign progress by county through Dec. 31, 2016, for the 31 
counties participating in the match campaign. Counties in bold 
type have met or exceeded their goal.

“We didn’t raise a lot of money at the first fair but it did get 
us thinking on what we should do next. We then sent a letter to 
buyers from the livestock sale,” she said.

The committee’s hard work paid off. The fund received some 
generous donations towards the endowment from the Ingham 
County 4-H Council and the Ingham County 4-H Livestock 
Committee, as well as local service club organizations, including 
the Mason Lions Club.

“I think the match made us focus on the endowment – it made 
us say ‘We can do this,’ and get involved. It gave us a chance 
to get it started because the Michigan 4-H Foundation provided 
support materials and the match.”

The endowment committee has continued to meet to plan 
next steps, such as upcoming events to thank donors and ways 
to continue to remind people that the endowment is a way to 
support 4-H locally.

 “We think that this continues to build a legacy for the county. 
People can give and have their money used right away; however 
building this long-term fund gives a chance for continual funding 
for 4-H. That’s why I got involved,” Mark said.

The endowment’s investment earnings can provide general 
support for current 4-H program delivery, purchase or 
development of new program and learning materials, support for 
4-H youth out-of-county experiences and participation fees or any 
future areas of great need to advance the county 4-H program.

“I appreciate all the support from the foundation, county and 
donors that gave. We had 120 donors that included individuals, 
clubs and businesses. It shows we have great support for 4-H in 
Ingham County,” Mark said.

The county 4-H endowment match pool was built by investments 
from the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation, the Rollin 

M. Gerstacker Foundation, the Seevers Family Foundation and 
a number of individual leadership donors. Together, these donors 
have contributed $805,702 toward the match pool. 

Because county 4-H endowment totals have exceeded that 
amount, the match opportunity was suspended Dec. 31, 2016. To 
complete the promise to match all qualifying dollars raised by county 
4-H programs through Dec. 31, 2016, the foundation continues to 
seek funding to complete the $1 million match pool goal.

To be eligible for matching funds, the county 4-H endowment 
must have reached a minimum of $10,000, and at least half of the 
funds must have come from individuals and/or 4-H youth clubs. 
The maximum match for a single county was $50,000. (See the 
chart to the right for the qualifying match amount for each county.)

Although gifts are no longer eligible for a match from the 
foundation, counties are encouraged to continue to grow their 
4-H endowment funds. All contributions can help both local county 
4-H endowment campaigns and the Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s 
Future reach their goals.
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kettunen center

Kettunen Center focuses on stem; hosts Messy Science Day

Kettunen Center, Michigan’s 4-H leadership training 
facility near Tustin, Michigan, has offered Environmental 
and Outdoor Education (EOE) programs since 1988 to 

help youth, adults and families develop an appreciation of and 
responsible commitment to the world around them.

Now, with support from the Osceola County Community 

Foundation and the General Mills Foundation/Yoplait of Reed 

City, Kettunen Center is able to place a higher emphasis on both 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) and healthy 
lifestyles education within its EOE program. 

As a result of these grants, Kettunen Center offered two new 
Winter Days at Kett, day-long events for local families – Messy 
Science Day and Crafty Kids Day.

Messy Science Day was designed for families with pre-K 
to second-grade children. A variety of age-appropriate STEM  
activities were offered, including making slime, catapults and 
chemistry experiments. Kids learned about the differences between 
liquids and solids using everyday items.

“It really gives kids a chance to explore some of the basic 
science principles,” said Laura Jacobson-Pentces, Kettunen 
Center educational program coordinator. “We’re giving them 
the chance to experiment, make observations and understand 
those principles.

“Kids love these activities because they are fun and messy – they 
like to touch, feel and see things happen. It’s a nice combination 
for us to have STEM education where kids can learn and get 
messy.”

In addition, Kettunen Center will host students from Reed City, 
Pine River and Marion schools for the EOE program. 

“Schools in our area continue to face budgetary challenges, and 
often field trips are not supported unless they are at reduced to no 
cost. Research has shown that educational field trips, particularly 
those that involve experiential learning, have extensions that last 
long after the field trip has concluded. Having students off-site 
and out of the boundaries of the classroom allows learning to 
occur outside of the daily framework,” Jacobson-Pentces said.

Fitness as a lifestyle is attainable by all, and according to 
research, children are more likely to be physically active if their 
parents/adults are active with them and they are doing activities 
that they enjoy. 

“Our EOE program provides gateway experiences for youth, 
allowing them to explore and pursue physical activity beyond 
the realm of merely ‘exercise.’ The scope of our EOE program 
is to model activities for families and adults while encouraging 
the pursuit of wellness through these activities and showcasing 
healthy choices for snacking and meals,” she said.  

According to a STEM report by the U.S. Department of 
Education, in a world that is becoming increasingly complex, 
where success is driven not only by what you know but by what 
you can do with what you know, it’s more important than ever 
for our youth to be equipped with knowledge and skills to solve 
tough problems, gather and evaluate evidence, and make sense 
of information. 

“This support allows local students to have field-trip experiences 
that introduce, enhance and support these educational mandates, 
as well as provide extensions and continued learning beyond the 
field trip experience,” Jacobson-Pentces said.

Kettunen Center was host to 75 people for Messy Science Day on 
Jan. 21. The event was designed for families with pre-K to second-
grade children and featured a variety of age-appropriate STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math) activities. 
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The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens kicked-off its 2017 season 
again with the Butterflies in the Garden exhibit, presented with 
support from the MSU Federal Credit Union.

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens kicked-off its 2017 
season again with the Butterflies in the Garden exhibit, 
presented with support from the MSU Federal Credit Union.

The butterflies were on display from March 14 to April 30 in 
the Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden at Michigan State 
University. 

Thousands of children and adults visited Butterflies in the 
Garden and had the opportunity to witness the flight of a Zebra 
Longwing, find eggs hidden on host plants in the garden, look 
at larvae munching on leaves and watch as an adult emerged 
from its chrysalis.

During youth field trips, children engaged in a Butterfly Scavenger 
Hunt to explore and discover butterflies. Some items they find are 
butterflies sipping nectar, a red flower, a caterpillar munching on a 
leaf, butterfly eggs and each stage of the butterfly life cycle.

Children also learned about various species of butterflies, 
including their names and which butterflies live in Michigan. 
Children are also asked to leave a drawing of their favorite 
butterflies for display in the garden.

To discover even more butterfly secrets, visitors can look for 
the Butterfly Smart Signs (QR codes). These special signs are for 
smart phones or tablets. To use them, you have to have a QR 
code reader on your phone or tablet. 

“When you point the camera on your phone or tablet at the 
QR code, it will automatically go to a website we have created 
with additional information about butterflies, butterfly plants, life 
stages and more,” said Norm Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Garden curator.

Butterfly Day – a fun, family program that celebrated butterflies 
– was held Apr. 15. There were numerous activities to engage kids 
of all ages in learning about our flying friends. Guests explored 
the Indoor Garden on a butterfly hunt and conducted a scientific 
investigation, made wings of their favorite butterfly and played a 
few fluttering games.

In addition to the butterfly exhibit, the garden hosts a variety 
of other programs for youth and families, including Garden 
Discovery Days, one-day specialty programs around various 
themes. 

General admission to the gardens is free, but donations are 
appreciated. Some events have a fee. There is a parking fee on 
weekdays. Visit 4hgarden.msu.edu for more information and to 
pre-register for events.

4-H children’s gardens

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens  
Spring & Summer 2017 Calendar

Garden Discovery Days
Garden Geocache Event – June 10, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Storybook Tea Party – June 20, 10 a.m.- noon
Digger Day – June 29, 10 a.m.-noon
Train Day – July 20, 10 a.m.-noon
Water Day – July 25, 9 a.m.-noon
Bug Day – July 27, 10 a.m.-noon
Bubble Day – Aug. 17, 10 a.m.-noon
Dinosaur Day – Aug. 22, 10 a.m.-noon
Holiday Open House – Dec. 7, 5-7 p.m.

Splendid Stories
Stories in the Garden – July 12 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. &  

Aug. 23 from 7-8:30 p.m.
Stories for Sprouts & Seedlings – May 17, June 21, July 19, 

Aug. 16, Sept. 20, & Oct. 18 from 10-11 a.m.

Curiosity Camps
Garden Writers Workshop – July 11-13, 10 a.m.-noon
Camp Monet – Aug. 8-10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Garden Chefs from Garden to Table – Aug. 15 from  

10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Download the full calendar with event descriptions and 
details at mi4hfdtn.org. 

2017 garden season kicks off with butterflies in the garden

March 15 – April 30, 2017
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A new post-secondary 4-H scholarship was created by the 
Theresa and Charles Silm family of Clinton County. 

The Silm Family 4-H Scholarship Endowment was 
established initially with gifts made in honor of Theresa Silm’s 
retirement from MSU Extension and later increased with gifts 
from the family – Theresa and Charles and their adult daughters,  
Chloe Silm-Buscemi, Michelle Silm and Stephanie Brook. 

“I don’t remember exactly how or when this idea came to me – 
it’s just always been on my bucket list,” said Stephanie Brook. “My 
parents have spent their entire lives helping others, and I wanted 
to be sure that their legacy would continue long after they are 
gone. I thought it’d be something I’d work on later in life – like 
maybe in retirement I’d work on this. I never dreamed that this 
would be a reality while I was still in my twenties!

“When my mom retired, she had 38 years of service with MSU 
Extension,” she said. “Early on in her career in Clinton County, she 
met a dashing but difficult 4-H leader – I wouldn’t say it was ‘love 
at first sight,’ maybe more like ‘love at first fight,’ but I digress. My 
parents met through 4-H and my sisters and I were born into it 
and essentially grew up in 4-H. 4-H has been such an important 
part of our lives, and this is just one small way we can give back.” 

Stephanie and her sisters are Clinton County 4-H alumnae of 
Charlie’s Gang, the club their father, Charlie, has led since his 
4-H leader stepped down over 60 years ago. 

“4-H has been a part of my life since I was involved as a kid,” 
Charlie said. “This scholarship is one of the ways I can keep 
involved in it.”

Theresa Silm, an Eaton County 4-H alumna, worked for MSU 
Extension from 1977 until her retirement in 2015. She began as 
a 4-H program associate in Clinton County, then became 4-H 
youth agent and later served as MSU Extension children, youth 
and family educator covering both youth programming and 
family education. 

“Charlie was really involved in 4-H before I came along,” 
Theresa said. “4-H is something we both have a passion for, and 
this scholarship endowment lets us continue to do it.

 “We wanted to think of a way to support other kids. We 
decided that going through the Michigan 4-H Foundation and 
establishing an endowment will be something that can go on even 
after we’re gone,” she added. “For Charlie and me, though, we 
did this because it’s important to give back. It’s not important to 
us that our name is out there, but that we have the ability to help 
kids now and also for the next 30 or more years.”

Once fully funded, the endowment will provide postsecondary 
scholarships for 4-H members who choose to attend Michigan 
State University. Awardees must be high school seniors or college 
freshmen who were Michigan 4-H members for five or more years 
and demonstrated a commitment to service to their community. 

4-h LEGACY gifts

Michigan 4-H Foundation Endowment FAQ’s
• An endowment is a fund that is held permanently. 

The corpus of the fund is invested and held intact, 
and the earnings from the fund are used to support 
4-H programs.

• Endowments can be named in memory or in honor 
of individuals. 

• The Michigan 4-H Foundation offers donors endowed 
gift options designed to sustain both county and state 
4-H programs and 4-H facilities.

• Endowments created during a life-time can see 4-H 
program impact grow significantly with the addition of 
a planned or estate gift. 

• Endowments are created through agreements 
negotiated with the donor. 

• All endowments are managed according to the 
guidelines set by the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 
revenue and spending policy. 

• All named endowed funds are permanently recognized 
in the foundation’s endowment registry published in 
the foundation’s annual report. 

• Endowment gifts exceeding $25,000 can qualify a 
donor for the Michigan 4-H Cornerstone Society which 
offers permanent recognition at Kettunen Center. 

A new post-secondary 4-H scholarship was created by the Theresa 
and Charles Silm family of Clinton County. Pictured above are 
family members (L to R): Chloe Silm-Buscemi and Rocky Buscemi  
with their daughter, Charley; Charles and Theresa Silm; Michelle 
Silm; and Stephanie and Daniel Brook with their daughter, Breslin.

Silm Family creates 4-H Scholarship Endowment

See Silm Endowment, page 15
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4-h LEGACY gifts

Two new endowments will leave a legacy and 
provide local support for 4-H

Haas Endowment to support St. Joseph County 4-H

Carroll and Elaine Haas have established a new named 
endowment for St. Joseph County 4-H.

Carroll and Elaine Haas have supported St. Joseph 
County 4-H for more than 50 years. Carroll was an inaugural 
member of the first 4-H club in Mendon, Michigan, in St. Joseph 
County, established in 1934. Elaine was a state 4-H delegate for 
20 years and served as a 4-H  volunteer leader for photography, 
sewing, wildflowers, cooking, tree identification and a variety of 
other topics. Her enthusiastic support encouraged many area 
children to participate in 4-H activities.

The Carroll J. and Elaine Haas Endowment for St. Joseph 

County 4-H Youth Development will provide perpetual support 
for St. Joseph County 4-H. Annual interest earnings can be 
used for new 4-H program development, 4-H participation fee 
scholarships, support for 4-H out-of-county experiences and any 
general support that serves youth engagement within the county.

Suzanne Threadgould honors husband with endowment

The Earl W. and Suzanne Threadgould Endowment for 

Ingham County 4-H recognizes Suzanne Threadgould’s 
interest in perpetual support for Ingham County 4-H and 

honors her husband’s life and career with Michigan 4-H. 
Earl Threadgould, a long-time 4-H member growing up in Wayne 

County, received both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
the Michigan State University College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. After college, he served in the Peace Corps, travelling to 
El Salvador to work with the Central American 4C program, the sister 
program to 4-H. He then served as a 4-H youth agent in Ingham 
County for 25 years. He also served as president of the Michigan 
Association of Extension 4-H Youth Staff (MAE4-HYS) and helped 
facilitate hosting the National Association of 4-H Youth Agents (NAE4-
HYA) Conference in Michigan in 1996. 

The fund will provide annual support for Ingham County 4-H 
youth leadership and recognition, including the continuation of 
the annual Threadgould Award. The fund may also be used for 
4-H participation fee scholarships, support for youth to attend 
out-of-county 4-H experiences and general support that serves to 
encourage and recognize 4-H youth engagement and leadership 
in Ingham County.

NorthWest michigan 4-h livestock council 
creates 4-H memorial scholarship fund

The Northwest Michigan 4-H 
Livestock Council recently 
established the Heather M. Barley 

4-H Memorial Scholarship Fund with gifts 
given in memory of Heather.

Heather M. Barley, a Grand Traverse 
County 4-H member, passed away 
Dec. 18, 2015. She was a teen representative on the 
Northwest Michigan 4-H Livestock Council and mentored 
youth in the Dusty Trails 4-H Club. Additionally, she was a 
senior at Buckley Community Schools and a member of FFA. 

The fund will provide postsecondary scholarships for 
Benzie, Grand Traverse and Leelanau County 4-H members 
who participate in animal market or showmanship classes 
at the Northwestern Michigan Fair. Recipients must also 
show outstanding achievement in 4-H, have exceptional 
character, have a broad range of 4-H experiences and 
project involvement, and have made leadership and 
citizenship contributions within and outside of 4-H.

Heather M. Barley

county 4-H Endowments provide legacy for long-time donors

SILM ENDOWMENT
Continued from page 14

“Our daughters were really fortunate. 4-H had such a great 
impact on their life. They all benefitted from scholarships that 
helped them go to school,” Theresa said. 

Chloe, Michelle and Stephanie all received their undergraduate 
degrees from Michigan State University.

“I didn’t realize until our daughters got scholarships that it’s so 
much more than money. It is an honor to receive,” Theresa said. 
“We chose it to be a scholarship that recognizes 4-H’ers that are 
really involved in giving back – not for a particular project area 
– but young people involved in giving back to their communities.

“The most important thing about my 4-H experiences hasn’t 
been things but rather the many people I have met and interacted 
with. The leaders, members, parents, and other volunteers and 
supporters have touched my life in so many ways and have become 
some of my very best friends,” she said.
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The Corporate Clover Club is an annual 
giving program recognizing corporate and 
business gifts over $1,000. From July 1, 2016 
to Mar. 31, 2017 gifts were received from:

Chemical Bank Foundation &  
Chemical Financial Corporation

CME Group
Consumers Energy Foundation 
Corn Marketing Program of Michigan
D. J. McQuestion & Sons, Inc.
Dow Chemical Company Foundation
General Mills Foundation/Yoplait
GreenStone Farm Credit Services
HomeWorks Tri-County Electric 

Cooperative
Knappen Milling Company
The Kroger Company of Michigan
Land O’Lakes Foundation
Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc. 
Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc.  

– Blissfield
Michigan Farm Bureau & Michigan 

Foundation for Agriculture 
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Pork Producers Association
Monsanto Fund
MSU Federal Credit Union 
North Central Co-op
Oakland County Farm Bureau
SAF Holland, Inc. 
Tractor Supply Company
United Dairy Industry of Michigan

In the news

mild to severely disabled children 
from Lapeer, Macomb, Tuscola 

and Sanilac counties the chance 
to show livestock at the Eastern 
Michigan Fair.

Nominate a Michigan 
4-H alumnus for the 4-H 
Emerald Clover Society

4-H Emerald Clover Society 

nominations are due Jan. 

31, 2018. 4-H Emerald Clover 
Society selection is based on 
an individual’s professional 
and business achievements, 
leadership in community service 
and philanthropy, contributions 
to or impact on American society, 
and significant leadership and 
achievement as a 4-H member. 
A nominee must have been a 
Michigan 4-H member for three 
or more years and be living. For 
more details and a nomination 
packet, visit mi4hfdtn.org or call 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 
(517) 353-6692. 

Isabella County 4-H’er 
is contestant on ‘Project 
Runway: Junior’

Isabella (Izzy) Kostrzewa, of 
Mt. Pleasant, is a junior at Sacred 
Heart Academy and joined the 
4-H Angels Club in Isabella 
County when she was in the third 
grade. She was a contestant on 
season two of the reality show 
“Project Runway: Junior,” which 
aired on Lifetime TV recently. 
Visit http://www.mylifetime.com/
shows/project-runway-junior/
cast/izzy to learn more.

‘4-H Challenged Me’ 
honored by AFBF

4 - H  C h a l l e n g e d  M e 

was chosen as a program of 
excellence by the American Farm 
Bureau Federation in January. 
4-H alumni, Tiffany Howell 

and Michelle Peel, were the 
masterminds behind the creation 
of the 4-H club, which provides 
peer-to-peer mentoring, giving 




