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Clare County volunteer receives fi rst 
Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award

Clare County 4-H volunteer 

Jim Williams is the fi rst winner of 

the new Michigan Farm Bureau 

(MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agricul-

ture Award. 

The award recognizes outstand-

ing achievements of Michigan 

4-H volunteers who have exhib-

ited excellence in youth education 

and leadership development in 

4-H beef cattle; dairy cattle; goats; 

horses; horticulture, crops and soils; 

poultry; rabbits; sheep; swine; and 

veterinary science. 

Williams, who has been Clare 

County’s Millennium Showmen 

4-H Club leader for the past eight 

years, was formally honored as 

the inaugural award winner dur-

ing an awards ceremony Nov. 29 

at MFB’s 88th annual meeting in 

Grand Rapids. Williams will also 

be recognized at the 2008 Agricul-

ture and Natural Resources Week 

at Michigan State University, Feb. 

29 – March 8.

 “It was quite a shock to receive 

the award. It’s a great honor,” 

Williams said. “We need more 

volunteers. You don’t volunteer to 

expect to get anything. Just do what 

you need to do to be patient with 

kids and help put your best effort 

to what they need.”

The 4-H Excellence in Agri-

culture Award is the product of a 

campaign led by MFB to establish 

an endowment to honor and reward 

exceptional 4-H leaders with $1,000 

grants that can be put toward 4-H 

volunteer training, the purchase 

of supplies or curriculum, or the 

enhancement of local or statewide 

4-H programming. (See page 2 for 

an update on the fund.)

Williams elected to split the 

$1,000 4-H program grant evenly 

between Clare County 4-H beef 

cattle programs and state-level 4-H 

veterinary science programs. 

Once the 4-H 

Exce l l ence  in 

A g r i c u l t u r e 

Endowment is 

fully funded, 

up to fi ve grants may be awarded 

annually. 

Williams was nominated for the 

award by Char Smock, co-leader 

of the Clare County Millennium 

Showmen 4-H Club, with support 

from Michelle Neff, Clare County 

MSU Extension director and 4-H 

educator. 

The Clare County Millennium 

Showmen 4-H Club regularly vol-

unteers to pick up trash as part 

of the state’s Adopt-A-Highway 

program, and this year the club is 

collecting school supplies and other 

essential items for people served by 

the Department of Human Service 

in Clare County.

Williams teaches his 4-H club 

members the basics of exhibiting 

livestock and encourages them also 

to meet industry standards.

See Ag Award, page 10
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Clare County 4-H volunteer 
Jim Williams (right) is the 
fi rst recipient of the Michigan 
Farm Bureau 4-H Excellence in 
Agriculture Award. Also pictured 
is Michigan Farm Bureau 
president Wayne Wood.

“The greatest thing is seeing the kids learn and grasp on 
to something new. It’s great working with them on public 
speaking and self confi dence and to see them come out 
of their shell.” 

— Jim Williams, Clare County 4-H volunteer
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TThe Michigan 4-H Foundation currently has 

several fund drives taking place to grow new 

endowment funds. An endowment fund is a 

perpetual, permanent asset of the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation for long-term support of 4-H.

Endowments require a minimum investment 

of $10,000. However, to make a greater impact 

on 4-H programs, an investment of $25,000 

or more is suggested. Endowments to fund 

post-secondary scholarships require a $30,000 

minimum investment. All endowments are cre-

ated through agreements negotiated with the 

donor and may be named in memory of or in 

tribute to individuals.

Endowments can be established to support state 

4-H programs, county 4-H programs, Kettunen 

Center or the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens. 

State 4-H program endowments can provide 

annual grants to support county programming; 

statewide programming; volunteer development 

and/or curriculum development. The Michigan 

Farm Bureau 4-H Excellence in Agriculture 

and the Michigan 4-H International Programs 

endowments are both examples of state 4-H 

program endowments.

The MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Endow-

ment funds the annual MFB 4-H Excellence in 

Agriculture Award. County Farm Bureaus and 

individuals were asked to build the endowment and 

Michigan Farm Bureau committed to match gifts 

received from county Farm Bureaus up to $50,000. 

Michigan 4-H international exchange alumni 

and friends were asked to contribute to the Michigan 

4-H International Program Endowment to ensure 

4-H global education and international exchange 

learning experiences well into the future. The 

endowment was established to celebrate the Michi-

gan 4-H International 60th anniversary in 2008.

To contribute to an existing endowment or 

to learn more about creating a new endowment, 

call (517) 353-6692 or visit the foundation 

online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.

Featured Funds: Mini-campaigns growing endowments

Allegan County Farm Bureau
Anonymous donors
Barry County Farm Bureau
Bay County Farm Bureau
Benzie-Manistee County Farm 

Bureau
Berrien County Farm Bureau
Jim and Sherrie Bristol
Kenneth Bull
Calhoun County Farm Bureau
Charlevoix County Farm Bureau
Clare County Farm Bureau
Clinton County Farm Bureau
Douglas and Helen Darling
Emmet County Farm Bureau
Ed and Sharon Fox
Gladwin County Farm Bureau
Gratiot County Farm Bureau
Hiawathaland County Farm Bureau
Hillsdale County Farm Bureau
Huron County Farm Bureau
Ingham County Farm Bureau
Iron Range Farm Bureau
Isabella County Farm Bureau
Jackson County Farm Bureau
Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau
Kent County Farm Bureau
Lapeer County Farm Bureau
Patrick and Karen Lause

Lenawee County Farm Bureau
Livingston County Farm Bureau
Macomb County Farm Bureau
Michigan Farm Bureau & Affi liates
Midland County Farm Bureau
Monroe County Farm Bureau
Montmorency County Farm Bureau
Newaygo County Farm Bureau
NW Michigan Farm Bureau Inc.
Oceana County Farm Bureau
Otsego County Farm Bureau
Ottawa County Farm Bureau
David and Sharon Rabe
Saginaw County Farm Bureau
Sanilac County Farm Bureau
Harold Sheffer
Shiawassee County Farm Bureau
Donald and Jane Sisung
St. Clair County Farm Bureau
St. Joseph County Farm Bureau
Nancy and Steven Thelen
Tuscola County Farm Bureau
Van Buren County Farm Bureau
John and Barbara VanderMolen
Larry and Barbara Wagner
Wayne County Farm Bureau
West Michigan Livestock Council
Wayne and Diane Wood

MICHIGAN 4-H INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 
ENDOWMENT

Fund Goal: $120,000 
Fund Status: $60,889.12 Percent to Goal: 50.7%

Fund Update
The Michigan 4-H International Programs Endowment was established 
in celebration of the Michigan 4-H International 60th anniversary. 
Since its launch in June the fund has raised just over 50 percent of 
goal. The Michigan 4-H International 60th Celebration is May 31 at 
the MSU Kellogg Center. Invitations will be mailed in April.

Cash and pledges have been received from:

The Michigan 4-H Foundation currently has several fund drives taking place. 
Consider how you can help these endowment funds meet their goals.

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU 
4-H EXCELLENCE IN AGRICULTURE ENDOWMENT

Fund Goal: $100,000 
Fund Status: $100,865 Percent to Goal: 100.9%

Fund Update
The MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Endowment has received 
$40,669 in cash and $60,116 in pledges including the Michigan 
Farm Bureau corporate match bringing the fund total to $100,865 
— just exceeding the $100,000 goal.

Cash and pledges have been received from:

Darlene Allen
Laura Austin
John and Katherine Aylsworth
Belle River Community Credit Union
Max and Beverley Benne
Raymond Borton
Margaret Bower
James and Patricia Brown
Keith and Christine Brown
Richard and Catherine Davis
Phillip and Martha Dougherty
Raphael and Susanna Drouillard
Margaret Foster
Sharon Fritz
Eva Goethals
Walter and Eleanor Goff
Charles and Wilma Gruner
Sandy Heng
Henrietta and James Hensler
Thomas Higgins
Ray and Sharron Howard
Duane and Mary Kramer
Joan M. Kuhne
Russell and Lou Ann Mawby and the 

Arnesby-Mawby Fund
Douglas May
Michigan 4-H International Alumni 

Association

Jack and Susan Morse
Sally Narhi
Joan Pierce Boewe
Linda Quirk
Nick and Loretta Rector
Edward and Lucille Rhein
Larry Sargent
Ruth Ann Shaw
Gordon and Jane Spink
Kathleen Stroud
F. Bud and Siri Thar
Melvin and Linda Thompson
Doreen VanSickle
Mary Wahl
David and Carol Welser
Lucille Welser
Monna Williams

Ways to make your gift:
1. Send cash or check to the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
designating the appropriate 
endowment fund.

2. Call the foundation at (517) 
353-6692 to charge your credit 
or debit card.

3. Online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.
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V

Mar. 17–Apr. 30 — “Butterfl ies in the Garden” on display in 
the indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden.

Mar. 25 — Deadline for ordering an inscribed brick for June 
placement in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden and/or 
Kettunen Center. Inscribed brick forms are available at www.
mi4hfdtn.org or call (517) 353-6692.

Apr. 1 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden opens 
for the season. 

Apr. 26 — 4-H TRACKERS Family Fun Day from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Kettunen Center. Celebrate Earth Day with a 
nature hike and learn about Michigan’s fl ora and fauna in 
the spring. $6.50/person (includes lunch). Call (231) 829-
3421 to register.

May 14-16 — Former MSU Extension and 4-H Staff 
Reunion at Kettunen Center. RSVP by Mar. 15 to Kettunen 
Center at (231) 829-3421.

May 31 — 4-H International 60th Anniversary Celebration 
at the MSU Kellogg Center. RSVP by May 16 at (517) 353-
6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.

June 19 — 4-H Emerald Clover Society class of 2008 
induction ceremony at the MSU Kellogg Center. RSVP by 
June 5 at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.

July 24-25 — Michigan 4-H Foundation Leadership Reunion 
at Kettunen Center. Former 4-H foundation trustees are invited 
to this reunion celebrating 100 years of Michigan 4-H.

Aug. 7 — 4-H Children’s Gardens 15th Anniversary 
Reception from 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 3 — Michigan 4-H Foundation annual meeting.

Oct. 4 — Michigan 4-H Family Reunion at Kettunen Center.

Industry partners to expand Michigan 4-H dairy program
Various dairy industry-related 

organizations are working together 

to help grow the Michigan 4-H 

dairy youth programs over the next 

three years. Initial seed money was 

provided by Michigan Milk Pro-

ducers Association (MMPA), and 

other industry organizations are 

being asked to join forces to help 

enhance dairy youth programming 

in Michigan.  

“We know that dairy youth pro-

grams have been growing and 

expanding over the past few years,” 

said Sheila Burkhardt, MMPA direc-

tor of member relations and public 

affairs. “This will allow the programs 

to expand more.

“Our MMPA Board of Directors 

and others in the industry recognize 

the importance of the 4-H dairy 

youth programs and the role the 

programs play in the future of the 

dairy industry.”

The Michigan 4-H Dairy Industry 

Partnership Initiative will expand 

and enhance the Michigan Dairy 

Expo, 4-H Dairy Days and the 

Michigan Dairy Youth Conference. 

It will also allow for the develop-

ment of a new Michigan Junior 

Dairy Youth Conference.

“This effort is going to allow 

our programs to grow,” said Joseph 

Domecq, state dairy youth special-

ist. “We’ve been maintaining our 

programs for a long time. This gives 

us the opportunity to look at new 

programs and develop things that 

have been talked about for years.

“It also allows Michigan State 

University and MSU Extension to 

see that our industry values youth 

education,” he said.

Additionally, the initiative will 

provide assistance for National 

4-H Dairy Conference, the MMPA 

Milk Marketing Tour, 4-H Explora-

tion Days, 4-H Communication 

Days, the State 4-H Dairy Award 

and national dairy judging teams; 

promotional materials for educa-

tional opportunities; training to 

4-H volunteers and teen leaders; 

and educational materials.

“One of the new features of the 

proposal is to develop a Michigan 

Junior Dairy Youth Conference 

geared toward 9- to 11-year-olds. 

This would provide a basic intro-

duction to 4-H dairy programs and 

various industry topics,” Burkhardt 

said. “It is a program that our board 

of directors feels very strongly about 

because it would get kids interested 

and active participants in dairy 

youth activities at an early age.” 

Although MMPA provided the 

initial funding to get the initiative 

underway, a total of $70,000 is 

sought from additional industry 

partners by July 1 to implement 

the proposal’s components for the 

2008-09 4-H program year. To date, 

NorthStar Cooperative, Inc., has also 

contributed to the partnership. 

 “The dairy industry in Michigan 

is growing. We are a tremendous 

impact on our state’s economy, 

contributing more than $5 billion 

annually,” Burkhardt said. “The 

knowledge and skills that partici-

pants receive by participating in 4-H 

dairy programs are very important 

to the continued success of the dairy 

industry.”

Dairy industry organizations are joining together to provide funds to 
expand the Michigan 4-H Dairy Program, including events such as 
4-H Dairy Days (above). 4-H Dairy Days includes showmanship, quiz 
bowl, skill-a-thon and dairy judging competitions.
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T
4-H programs receive 4-H Innovative Grants

The Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of 

Trustees annually approves the distribution of 

competitive grant funds to encourage develop-

ment of innovative 4-H program opportunities in 

local communities. These grants are designed to 

encourage program planning and participation 

by 4-H members and volunteers in partnership 

with county MSU Extension 4-H program staff 

members. 

The foundation offered eight grant opportu-

nities for the 2007-08 4-H program year. Eleven 

grants were awarded for a total grant distribution 

of $5,050.

Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants
The Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants encourage 

creativity and support the implementation of 

great ideas that promote positive youth develop-

ment in communities. Funded by the Michigan 

4-H Legacy Fund endowment. Two $500 grants 

were awarded to:

Ottawa County Male 4-H Volunteer Recruit-

ment and Retention Initiative. The MSU Extension 

Journey 4-H Youth Mentoring program will recruit 

and support male 4-H volunteers by providing 

activities with a male focus. Journey 4-H youth are 

aged 8-17. Journey 4-H will provide at least four 

activities aimed at male matches: cross-country 

skiing, rock climbing, laser tag and hiking. 

Cass County 4-H Community Family Career Fair. 

Cass County 4-H will host a career fair open to 4-H 

families and all other families with 4-H-aged youth 

in the community. The career fair will include three 

major components: college recruitment booths, at 

least 20 professionals from various career fi elds 

available to talk with families, and fi ve breakout 

sessions to provide families with general informa-

tion that will be important to students and parents 

as they prepare to search for schools and jobs.

A $1,000 4-H Legacy Grant was awarded to:

Be a 4-H Club Pit Crew Member Course. This 

new certifi cate-based course will train regional 

teams about 4-H club development in three 

one-day trainings. The teams will go back to 

their region and implement county and regional  

training. At the end of the course, team members 

will have a basic understanding of 4-H club 

development; resources to increase the fun, edu-

cation and benefi ts of 4-H clubs; the opportunity 

to build a Michigan 4-H club toolkit; and time to 

develop training and presentation skills.

4-H On-Target Grant
On-Target county grants help county 4-H 

shooting sports programs enhance existing 

programs, develop a new program or offer 

a special experience related to 4-H shooting 

sports. Funded by Michigan 4-H Foundation 

immediate past president Thomas Cobb. One 

$500 grant was awarded to:

Iron County 4-H Sharpshooters. This program 

offers fi rearm target shooting to youth aged 9-19 

led by adult volunteers who are certifi ed safety 

fi rearm instructors. Youth are trained in safety 

before handling all fi rearms and can challenge 

themselves with various fi rearms. Youth learn 

competition skills and improve personal skills in 

marksmanship and team sportsmanship. Youth 

are given the opportunity to lead the group as 

new members are introduced and youth also lead 

club business meetings.  

Collins County 4-H Horticulture Grant
The William J. and Ruth D. Collins County 4-H 

Horticulture Grant is designed to stimulate county 

4-H programs in plant science and horticulture 

and provide support for general 4-H horticulture 

programs or initiatives that advance volunteer-led 

4-H youth horticulture learning. Funded by the 

William J. and Ruth D. Collins endowment. 

One $500 grant was awarded to:

Horticulture Education, Wayne County. A 4-H 

Children’s Garden will be created at the western 

Wayne County MSU Extension offi ce. The garden 

will be used by the Junior Master Gardener pro-

gram as a teaching and learning tool as well as 

a site for the Junior Master Gardener groups to 

do community service in garden development or 

public education. This program will emphasize 

the importance of the environment, gardening 

and natural resources. 

4-H Educational Garden Grants
4-H Educational Garden Grants stimulate 

the creation of local 4-H educational gardens 

in Michigan. Funded by the Albert A. Albright 

Memorial Fund endowment. One $500 grant 

was awarded to:
Gladwin County’s Farm Central 4-H Club received the Land O’ Lakes 4-H Citizenship and 
Leadership Grant to purchase personal items to put in backpacks and give them to the 
local Family Independence Agency for children entering foster care in Gladwin County. See 4-H Innovative Grants, page 11
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AA $40,000 grant over two years from the DTE 

Energy Foundation has funded the continua-

tion and expansion of the Michigan 4-H Youth 

Conservation Council (M4-HYCC).

The M4-HYCC is a statewide 4-H group estab-

lished in 1998 to engage  teens, ages 13 to 19, in 

active stewardship and citizenship work related to 

emerging and ongoing community-based envi-

ronmental issues. The council presents its annual 

research fi ndings and proposes solutions to envi-

ronmental issues to the Michigan Legislature.

DTE’s support will also allow for the launch 

of eight new county youth conservation councils 

in 2008-09. The new county youth conserva-

tion councils will present their fi ndings to local 

decision makers such as county commissioners, 

council members and township trustees. 

“The DTE Energy Foundation is pleased to 

partner with the Michigan 4-H Youth Conserva-

tion Council to help provide the resources and 

tools required to engage youth in issues critical 

to Michigan’s environment and its stewardship,” 

said Steve Rawlings, DTE Energy regional rela-

tions manager.

Ingham County 4-H’er Katelyn Burns has 

been a member of the M4-HYCC for three years 

and is a teen advisor this year. 

“I found out about it when I went to 4-H Great 

Lakes and Natural Resources Camp,” she said. 

“My favorite part is when we go up to Kettunen 

Center for our big state meetings. We get a lot 

done, meet people and have lots of fun.”

As one of three teen advisors, Katelyn serves as 

a peer mentor for the program. She takes part in 

facilitating meetings and has more responsibil-

ity in the group. Teen advisors must have been 

members of the council for three years.

“We help keep the team on track and have good 

communication with our region. We also set an 

example for those just joining,” she explained. 

This year, the state council is researching phos-

phorus levels in lakes and rivers and state funding 

ideas for natural resource management.

DTE Energy Foundation gift expands conservation council

At the fall training Nov. 30-Dec. 2 at Kettunen Center, M4-HYCC members interacted with 
professionals about their fi ve priority environmental issues. The guest speakers shared 
presentations and handouts to help the youth learn more about the issues. Above is DTE 
Energy representative Steve Rawlings with the group led by teen advisor Katelyn Burns.

“The DTE Energy Foundation is pleased 
to partner with the Michigan 4-H Youth 
Conservation Council to help provide the 
resources and tools required to engage 
youth in issues critical to Michigan’s 
environment and its stewardship.”

— Steve Rawlings, DTE Energy Regional 
Relations Manager.

“First we start with a bunch of topics and the 

teen advisors choose fi ve main topics and have 

our fi rst meeting with the big group in the fall. At 

that meeting we choose the topic to do research 

on,” she said.

“Then we have another state meeting in 

January where we each focus on a different part 

of the research. Then those all come together in 

April for the state testimony,” Katelyn said.

At the fall training Nov. 30 – Dec. 2 at Kettunen 

Center, youth learned how to effectively research 

topics using interviews, written information, the 

Internet and guest speakers. They also had the 

opportunity to interact with professionals speak-

ing on the fi ve priority issues. The guest speakers 

shared presentations and handouts to help the 

youth learn more about the issues. Speakers 

included Bob Wilson, Senate majority policy 

advisor, and representatives from Michigan Farm 

Bureau, DTE Energy, MSU Extension and the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

“Every year at the state meetings Andrea Grix 

brings in experts on the topics. Learning from 

what they say adds another dimension to the 

topic. Those experts are really helpful and give 

us a jump on the topic,” Katelyn observed.

The M4-HYCC met again at Kettunen Center 

in January. Their fi nal training will be in March, 

and they will present their research and proposal 

to the Natural Resource and Environmental 

Affairs Committee in April.

“We will go up and give testimony with 

another person,” Katelyn said. “The fi rst year, 

I was really nervous, but we practiced a lot. It’s 

gotten easier as I’ve gone through the program. 

It’s really helped a lot with public speaking.

“It’s a lot of fun and has really helped me get 

connections with lots of different people. I’ve also 

gained lots of experience through the council.”
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TTwo county 4-H programs, in 

Cass and Clare counties, recently 

made long-term investments in 

4-H by establishing funds with the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Cass County starts county fund
The Cass County 4-H Council 

created the Cass County 4-H Youth 

Development Fund, a quasi-endow-

ment fund (more commonly called 

a county fund) with the Michigan 

4-H Foundation. 

A county fund is a method of 

earning investment proceeds on 

money that can be returned to the 

county at any time. The foundation 

invests the funds strategically to 

guarantee the corpus of the fund. A 

minimum of $5,000 is required to 

establish a county fund.

“We had money in a CD and 

whenever we needed funds for our 

county’s programming, we couldn’t 

access it and didn’t want to pay 

penalties,” said Geneva Bischoff, 

Cass County 4-H Leaders Council 

treasurer.

“Our 4-H agent brought up 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation. We 

felt like it was the best way to go 

because it is accessible and people 

could actually donate to the fund,” 

she said. “Right now, the fund is a 

reserve. When or if we need to use it, 

it will be used for programming.” 

The Cass County 4-H Council 

funds scholarships for youth to 

attend a local 4-H camp, Citizen-

ship Washington Focus in Wash-

ington, D.C., 4-H Exploration 

Days, and other 4-H events and 

educational opportunities.

“We try to give as much support 

as we can so they don’t have to pay 

the full amount to go,” said Lorenne 

Towne, Cass County 4-H Leaders 

Council president. “We also offer 

scholarships to high school seniors 

and try to come up with new pro-

gramming ideas.

“In the future, we’re hoping the 

fund will not only maintain the 

programs but also introduce more 

programs and get interest back into 

other programs. In the past, we’ve 

had to discontinue some programs 

because we lacked funding.

“We also wanted to be able to give 

something back to the kids and have 

them have the same experiences we 

had growing up,” Towne said.

Clare County 4-H 
establishes endowment

The Clare County 4-H Proper-

ties, Inc., received property in Clare 

County as a donation in the 1940s. 

Every decade, the group partners 

with a registered forester to log the 

trees on the property. The revenue 

from the sale of the trees is used to 

support Clare County 4-H. In the past, 

the money has paid for building and 

other 4-H program enhancements. 

This year, however, the group 

decided to make a long-term invest-

ment in 4-H by establishing the 

Clare County 4-H Youth Develop-

ment Endowment Fund with the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation.

 “Now that this endowment is 

established, there’s always going 

to be money for the 4-H program. 

It provides long-term sustainability 

of Clare County 4-H,” said Michelle 

Neff, Clare County MSU Extension 

director and 4-H youth educator.

An endowment fund is a perpetu-

al, permanent asset of the Michigan 

4-H Foundation for long-term 

support of 4-H, and in this case, 

Clare County 4-H. The investment 

earnings can be used to support 4-H 

within the county; but the corpus 

is never touched. The advantage 

to this is that the corpus can never 

decrease but only grow with time. A 

minimum of $10,000 is required to 

establish an endowed fund.

This new fund will provide a 

stable source of support for 4-H 

programs in Clare County. Invest-

ment earnings may be used to sup-

port scholarships for 4-H educational 

events such as 4-H Exploration Days 

and a local 4-H camp, curriculum 

development, programmatic sup-

port, match funds for other 4-H 

Cass and Clare counties make long-term investments in 4-H

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of 
special people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at www.mi4hfdtn.org.

Enclosed is a gift of $ . ❒ In loving memory of  ❒ In tribute to 

Send announcement of this gift to: Name 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

Sent by: (Donor’s Name) 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

County  Phone ( )  Email 

4-H affi liation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ friend of 4-H, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member. 

Payment by:

❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)

❒ Please charge my ❒ MasterCard or ❒ Visa credit or debit card. Name (as is on card) 

 Credit Card No.  Exp. Date (mm/yy)  Signature 

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, 240 Spartan Way, East Lansing, MI 48824-6005 MICS 2751

See County funds, page 11
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FFifteen years ago, the Michigan 

4-H Children’s Gardens opened as 

a place for children to learn about 

and explore their wonder and curi-

osity about plants and science.

The outdoor garden opened 

in 1993 as the fi rst garden in the 

United States developed specifi-

cally for the education of children 

on a university campus and has 

been called the “most creative 

half-acre in America.” In 2003, 

the indoor garden opened provid-

ing year-round educational access 

to science-based learning, and in 

2007 planning began to increase 

the outdoor garden by 2,500 square 

feet to add the Pete and Sally Smith 

Schoolyard Education Garden. 

The gardens have also received 

many awards for both innovative 

design as well as use of technology, 

including an online virtual tour, 

wonderwall and wonder casts. 

Today the gardens remain 

a vitally important educational 

resource for 4-H youth programs, 

for local schools, and for the young 

people and their families who visit 

the gardens each season. 

Since its founding, annual and 

endowment donors to the Michigan 

4-H Foundation have provided 85% 

of the annual operating budget 

for the Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Garden. 

“Donor support received annu-

ally helps to fund the popular 

annual events, educational pro-

grams, and basic plant stock and 

labor required for renewal each sea-

son,” said Cheryl Howell, Michigan 

4-H Foundation executive director. 

“But when the major features of the 

gardens need rebuilding, repainting 

and replacing, a special campaign 

is required to raise support for 

major garden renewal.” 

To commemorate the gardens’ 

15th birthday, a Garden Renewal 

Fund has been launched to help 

repair the gardens. Sponsors of 

original theme gardens and annual 

donors have been asked to make a 

special birthday gift this year. 

 “In its 15 years of existence, 

everything in the gardens has been 

exposed to sun, wind, rain and 

snow,” said Norm Lownds, curator 

of the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gar-

dens. “More than 2 million people, 

mostly kids, have walked, ran, 

touched and often hugged their 

favorite things in the garden.

“All this translates into wear and 

tear and sometimes even breakage. 

As is common with structures well 

into their ‘teenage years,’ the theme 

gardens are in need of repair to 

bring them back to their original 

gloss and shine.” 

Many of the theme areas need 

painting and/or minor repairs, 

and a few of the statues need to be 

replaced. Major projects include 

replacing the wooden canopy above 

the Demonstration Plaza, replac-

ing the wooden tree house ramp, 

repairing the brick structure and 

wall in the maze, and replacing the 

wooden casing around the Health 

for Better Living and Enchanted 

gardens. 

Over the 15 years the outdoor garden has existed, exposure to 
the elements has caused wear and tear. A special 15th Birthday 
Garden Renewal Fund was launched to repair the gardens. One 
of the major projects is replacing the wooden canopy above the 
Demonstration Plaza (above).

4-H Children’s Gardens Schedule
Spring & Summer 2008

Garden Discovery Days
Butterfl y Day — Apr. 12 from 2–4 p.m.
Mother’s Day in the Indoor 4-H Children’s Garden — May 11 from 10 a.m.
– 2 p.m. 
Start Your Garden Day — May 17 from 1–3 p.m. 
Garden Geocache Event — June 14 from 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
Father’s Day — June 15 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Butterfl ies and Bullfrogs Tea Party — June 19 from 10 a.m.–noon 
Feathered Friends Day — June 22 from 10 a.m.–noon 
Garden Storybook Day — July 8 from 10 a.m.–noon 
Bug Day — July 31 from 10 a.m.–noon
Garden Birthday Party — Aug. 11 from 10 a.m.–noon 
An Evening in the Garden — Aug. 15 from 8:30–10 p.m. 
Teddy Bear Picnic — Sept. 27 from noon–4 p.m.

Just for Garden Lovers!
Garden Work Party — Apr. 26, June 7, Oct. 25 from 9 a.m.–noon
Music Mondays — June 30, July 21 and Aug. 18 from noon–1 p.m. 
Theater Thursdays — June 26, July 10 and Aug. 14 from 10–11 a.m. 
Plant Sale — May 31 from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Curiosity Camps
Garden Writers Workshop — June 23–25 from 10 a.m.–noon
Camp Monet — Aug. 4–6 from 9:30–noon

Splendid Summer Series
Stories in the Garden — June 24 from 7–8:30 p.m., July 17 from 10–11:30 

a.m. and Aug. 21 from 7–8:30 p.m. 
Kid Curator — July 9, 16 and 30 from 10 a.m.–noon
International Garden Chefs — July 7, 21 and 28 from 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Stories for Sprouts & Seedlings — Mar. 18, Apr. 15, May 20, June 17, 

July 15, Aug. 19, Sept. 16, Oct. 21 and Nov. 11 from 10–11 a.m.

Visit http://www.mi4hfdtn.org for the complete 
schedule with event descriptions and details.

Gardens turn 15 in 2008; 
birthday sparks renewal fund

See Garden renewal, page 9
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K
Kettunen Center receives Yoplait grant for 
health and fi tness awareness initiative

Kettunen Center is the recipient 

of a $10,000 grant from the Yoplait-

Colombo Division of Reed City and 

the General Mills Foundation for a 

health and fi tness initiative.

The grant will provide oppor-

tunities for children and adults 

in Osceola, Wexford, Lake and 

Mecosta counties to increase their 

understanding of the value of 

good nutrition and physical fi tness 

through overnight summer camp 

programs, day fi eld trips for school 

groups, fi tness camps for adults and 

family day events held at Kettunen 

Center.

“We think it’s a wonderful 

opportunity for children in our area 

which includes many economically 

depressed counties in the state,” 

said Valerie Barnes, Yoplait Cor-

porate Contributions Committee 

co-chair.

The grant project is led by 

Andrea Grix, Kettunen Center 

education program coordinator, 

with additional Kettunen Center 

program staff members and MSU 

Extension partners in Osceola, Wex-

ford, Lake and Mecosta counties.

“The grant will assist Kettunen 

Center with providing affordable 

educational activities that will focus 

on good nutrition and physical fi t-

ness for over 1,000 youth and adults 

living in the four-county areas,” 

Grix said.

“We are especially looking 

forward to working in partnership 

with Wexford and Lake County MSU 

Extension staff members to involve 

youth that do not often have the 

opportunity to experience out-of-

county fi eld trips and programs.”

The grant will fund several 

components.

1) 4-H TRACKERS school fi eld 

trips. Kindergarten through sixth 

grade students will be recruited 

from schools in Osceola, Lake, 

Wexford and Mecosta counties to 

participate in Kettunen Center’s 

4-H TRACKERS program, which 

promotes the science of nutritional 

foods, enjoyment of outdoor skills 

and activities for physical fi tness 

and environmental education. The 

grant will provide a per student sub-

sidy for the cost of supplies, lunch 

and fees to attend the program.

2) Family Fun Days. Three day-

long Family Fun Days will be held at 

Kettunen Center to promote families 

learning together about nutrition 

and fi tness through hands-on activi-

ties, outdoor recreation and infor-

mational handouts. These events, 

which are open to the public, will be 

held Feb. 16 and April 26. A fall event 

will also be scheduled. Grant funding 

will reduce the cost of the events by 

$6 per participant.

3) 4-H Learning Science through 

the Arts Camp. Kettunen Center’s 

annual overnight summer youth 

camp July 13-17 for youth aged 

9 to 14 will incorporate the Jump 

into Foods and Fitness (JIFF) 

curriculum and environmental 

education components with the art 

of puppetry. The grant will provide 

camper scholarships, program 

supplies, program instruction and 

artist performances.

4) Women’s Wellness Retreat. 

Kettunen Center will host a Women’s 

Wellness Retreat June 27-29. The 

program will energize the body and 

stimulate the mind while recharg-

ing participants’ interest in eating 

healthy and becoming physically fi t. 

The grant will provide scholarships 

to women living in Wexford, Lake, 

Mecosta and Osceola counties.

Additionally, the grant will provide 

educational opportunities in Lake 

County, support for Wexford County’s 

Bent Nail Productions 4-H Puppetry 

Club to increase club membership by 

50 percent and for Kettunen Center 

to purchase 20 GPS units, storage 

cases and rechargeable batteries to 

get youth and families excited about 

technology and outdoor recreation 

through geo-caching.

“Getting youth and families 

outside for learning, physical fi tness 

and enjoyment of the outdoors is 

a big part of our programming 

mission at Kettunen Center. The 

Yoplait-Colombo Division of Reed 

City grant will encourage the 

involvement of local families and 

that is great!” said Grix. 

Kettunen Center is host to 4-H TRACKERS Family Fun Days for 
families to learn about nutrition and fi tness together through outdoor 
activities such as snowshoeing (above). The Family Fun Days are 
subsidized by a grant from Yoplait/General Mills Foundation.

Repairs will take place this 

spring and summer, but the gardens 

will remain open and regular events 

and programs will take place.

The gardens will host two birth-

day and renewal celebrations. On 

Aug. 7, donors are invited to see the 

Garden renewal
continued from page 8 gardens in their new and revived 

splendor at a 15th anniversary 

reception in the gardens. On Aug. 11 

(the actual day the outdoor garden 

opened in 1993) the gardens will 

host a 15th birthday party for kids 

to enjoy birthday cake, ice cream 

and activities in the gardens.
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A
Plan a gift that fulfi lls your wishes and meets a 4-H need 

Williams is also credited with starting a Clare 

County 4-H Livestock Judging Team in 2001 to 

evaluate and judge beef cattle, sheep and swine.

“Jim judged when he was younger and 

wanted to share his experience with the 4-H 

members who wished to excel at this skill,” wrote 

Smock and Neff in nominating Williams.

Williams’ Clare County team won state 4-H 

livestock judging contests in 2004 and 2005.

Williams demonstrated similar drive and ini-

tiative when he presided over the Clare County 4-H 

Livestock Council from 2000 to 2003 and imme-

diately went to work recruiting livestock buyers 

and trophy sponsors to support the yearlong work 

of 4-H members. In doing so, he acknowledged 

buyers and sponsors with tributes in the county’s 

livestock barn, and that tribute program is now a 

permanent fi xture in the barn.

Williams has offered guidance and advice that 

have infl uenced many of his club members to pur-

sue livestock-related college degrees and careers.

“The greatest thing is seeing the kids learn 

and grasp onto something new. It’s great working 

with them on public speaking and self-confi -

dence and to see them come out of their shell,” 

Williams said. 

Nominations for the 2008 4-H Excellence in 

Agriculture Award are due to the State 4-H Offi ce 

Aug. 1. For more information about the award 

and for a nomination packet, visit http://www.

mi4hfdtn.org/grants.html.

Ag Award
continued from page 1

Allen William Schiller greatly 

appreciated the outdoors and Mich-

igan’s natural resources. During 

his lifetime he talked with the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation about 

how he might see his personal 

appreciation translated into edu-

cational programs for Michigan’s 

young people. 

He initially wanted to donate 

wooded property in Marquette County 

to be used for “study of nature and as 

a refuge of some kind for wildlife.” 

Schiller’s vision was that the property 

would become an educational site for 

helping youth in the county explore 

nature and local wildlife. 

After evaluation of the site and 

existing and planned county 4-H 

programs, the Michigan 4-H Foun-

dation notifi ed Schiller of our inabil-

ity to accept his gift because the 

foundation could not do what he 

wished — long-term management, 

maintenance and programmatic use 

of the property for a nature preserve 

for local 4-H programs. 

This conversation with Schiller 

took place in 1999. Early in 2005, 

Schiller died, and the foundation 

received notice that he had left a 

generous portion of his estate to the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation to “be 

used to fund education programs for  

conservation and wildlife preserva-

tion and related subjects for young 

people in the state of Michigan.” 

This fall, the foundation received 

Schiller’s gift, which now provides 

perpetual support for 4-H conserva-

tion, wildlife preservation and envi-

ronmental stewardship programs 

through the Allen William Schiller 

Memorial Endowment Fund. 

His gift also supports 4-H Great 

Lakes and Natural Resources Camp, 

which attracts more than 70 youth 

participants each year in a weeklong 

exploration of Lake Huron and 

intense hands-on learning about 

Michigan conservation and wildlife 

stewardship issues. 

This is the difference that plan-

ning your estate gift in consultation 

with the Michigan 4-H Foundation 

can make. 

Schiller had the opportunity to 

discuss his interests and wishes for 

use of a potential gift with founda-

tion staff members and his legal 

advisor. The foundation was then 

able to fi rst research 4-H’s interest 

and ability in meeting the gift intent 

and then communicate what 4-H 

could and could not do with his gift. 

And fi nally, knowing his intent, the 

foundation could allocate his gift in 

ways that fulfi ll his wishes to sup-

port youth environmental learning 

while at the same time meet a 4-H 

program need. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation 

invites any donor considering 

a planned gift for 4-H to have a 

conversation with the foundation’s 

executive director. 

The new A.G. Kettunen Society of 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation is our 

way of thanking donors who have 

legacy gift intentions for 4-H. It also 

allows donors to share their wishes 

and the impact they would like to see 

their gift make to benefi t Michigan’s 

young people. 

For more information on 

planned giving and/or the A.G. 

Kettunen Society, contact Cheryl 

Howell at (517) 353-6692 or visit 

the foundation online at www.

mi4hfdtn.org. 

The new Allen William Schiller Memorial Endowment Fund, 
established with Schiller’s estate gift, will support 4-H conservation, 
wildlife preservation and environmental stewardship programs 
such as 4-H Great Lakes and Natural Resources Camp (above).
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4-H Heritage Gardening Project, Gladwin 

County. The 4-H Heritage Gardening Project will 

teach youth ages 9 to 15 about herbs, vegetables 

and fl ower gardening. Local Master Gardeners will 

teach the group about garden preparation and 

upkeep and participants will also work with the 

Gladwin County Historical Society to learn about 

gardening techniques of the past. Youth involved 

with this project will actively participate in learn-

ing about historical gardening and vegetables; 

take part in the research and planning of the 

garden and plant and maintain the garden. 

Land O’Lakes 4-H Citizenship and 
Leadership Academy Grant

The Land O’Lakes 4-H Citizenship and Leader-

ship Academy Grant can help start or strengthen 

county citizenship and leadership projects. Fund-

ed by a gift from the Land O’Lakes Foundation. 

One $500 grant was awarded to:

Gladwin County 4-H Backpack Project. The 

Farm Central 4-H Club, with about 45 mem-

bers aged 5 to 19, will purchase personal items 

(toothbrushes, toys, school supplies, etc.) to put 

in backpacks and give them to the local Family 

Independence Agency for children entering foster 

care in Gladwin County. This project will teach 

youth the importance of community service and 

will give them the opportunity to be productive 

citizens. 4-H members will shop for the items 

themselves, which will give them a sense of 

leadership and teach them the value of the items 

that they choose to put in the backpacks.

NorthStar Cooperative 
4-H Dairy Science Grant

The NorthStar Cooperative 4-H Dairy Sci-

ence Grant offers the opportunity to strengthen 

existing county 4-H dairy science programs or to 

develop innovations in 4-H dairy science learn-

ing. Funded by a gift from NorthStar Coopera-

tive, Inc. Two $500 grants were awarded to:

Gladwin County 4-H Dairy Project and Clare 

County 4-H Dairy Exploring. Gladwin and Clare 

counties each received a grant to purchase the 

Dairy Learning Laboratory Kit and interactive 

CD. The kit will be available for 4-H leaders to 

use at club meetings and to implement a Dairy 

Day during fair week at both county fairs. During 

Dairy Day, 4-H youth will educate the public about 

the dairy industry through activities that they have 

designed. Participants will develop their commu-

nication, organization and teamwork skills. 

OMEDA Youth Tractor Safety 
Education Grant

The OMEDA Youth Tractor Safety Education 

Grant encourages 4-H youth staff members 

to partner with their county MSU Extension 

agricultural educators and volunteers to offer 

learning experiences that help youth learn trac-

tor safety practices. Funded by a gift from the 

Ohio-Michigan Equipment Dealers Association. 

One $300 grant was awarded to: 

Tractor Safety Program for 14- to 15-Year-Olds, 

Leelanau County. This out-of-school program will 

offer hands-on tractor, chainsaw and mower safety 

training to 14- to 15-year-olds wishing to obtain 

tractor safety certifi cation. The program entails 

four three-hour classes and one four-hour written 

and tractor driving test. Tractor safety certifi cation 

allows youth to legally work on farms, become safe 

operators of farm equipment, and develop skills 

to obtain employment in the fi eld of farming and 

equipment operation.

Zindel Youth Poultry Science Grant
The Howard Zindel Youth Poultry Science 

Grant is available for advancing county 4-H 

youth poultry science activities that strengthen 

and/or advance youth poultry science learning 

in local communities. Funded by the Howard 

Zindel Youth Activity Fund. One $250 grant 

was awarded to:

Portable Pen for Pastured Poultry, Kalamazoo 

County. The Augusta United 4-H Club will construct 

an innovative chicken cage that will allow chickens 

to be raised on pasture and will relieve the animals 

of excess stress. The open-bottom design provide a 

more natural environment for the chickens and 

will also be eco-friendly. The cage will be cleaner 

and therefore healthier and movable. Building the 

cage will sharpen youth members’ skill develop-

ment, including free thinking, exchange of ideas, 

reasoning and teamwork.

4-H Innovative Grants
continued from page 4

program grant opportunities and 

other needs determined by Clare 

County 4-H.

“The importance of the endow-

ment is to continue a legacy in the 

county for up-and-coming 4-H’ers 

to have opportunities to continue 

their education,” said Mary Case-

bere, Clare County 4-H Council 

president and Clare County 4-H 

Properties, Inc. vice president.

“Over the past couple of years, 

Clare County 4-H has grown. The 

overall 4-H council selects seniors 

each year to get scholarships, and 

the number of scholarships given 

depends on how much we raise each 

year. We had six applicants last year, 

and it is really difficult to decide 

whom to and whom not to give 

scholarships to. We established the 

endowment to be able to continue 

that program and other educational 

opportunities forever,” Casebere said.

Clare County 4-H Properties, 

Inc., carefully looked at several 

investment options when choosing 

where to establish the endowment. 

“We had several options to choose 

from. The biggest thing in regards 

to the Michigan 4-H Foundation 

was that it fi t our niche for what 

we wanted our kids to do with the 

money. At some point I will no longer 

be the 4-H council president, and I 

want this opportunity to continue on 

for years to come. The Michigan 4-H 

Foundation allowed us to specify the 

educational opportunities supported 

by the fund long after we’re done.”

The county is also growing the 

fund by asking the community 

and 4-H leaders to contribute to 

the fund.

“This is a great opportunity to 

create a legacy for those who have 

passed on that celebrate people who 

are and were close to Clare County 

4-H by donating to this fund,” 

Neff said.

County funds
continued from page 7
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Thanks to our Corporate 
Clover Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club 
is an annual giving program 
recognizing corporate and 
business gifts over $1,000. 

Between Aug. 28, 2007 and 
Feb. 8, 2008,  corporate gifts 
were received from:

• Accident Fund Company
• Alticor Enterprises 
• American Dairy Association of MI
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of MI
• Chemical Financial Corporation
• Clinton County Farm Bureau
• Consumers Energy Foundation
• Dow Chemical Company 

Foundation
• DTE Energy Foundation
• Foremost Farms USA
• General Mills Foundation/Yoplait
• Lapeer County Bank & Trust Co.
• McCartney & Company, P.C.
• Michigan Electric Cooperative 

Association
• Michigan Milk Producers 

Association
• NorthStar Cooperative, Inc.
• Vita Plus Corporation
• W.A. Dart Foundation

Barnes receives MFB 
Distinguished Service to 
Agriculture Award

Michigan 4-H Foundation former 

president Jack Barnes, of East Lan-

sing, received the Michigan Farm 

Bureau Distinguished Service to Agri-

culture Award, MFB’s highest honor, 

for his leadership with the Michigan 

Milk Producers Association and his 

positive influence on Michigan’s 

dairy industry over the years.  

National 4-H Council 
Monsanto 4-H Volunteer 
Initiative grant funds 4-H 
Family Reunion

National 4-H Council has grant-

ed $2,000 for the 2008 Michigan 

4-H Family Reunion through the 

Monsanto 4-H Volunteer Initiative 

funding. The family reunion is Oct. 

4 at Kettunen Center. 

Sullivan joins foundation staff
Yu Feing “Cel” Sullivan joined 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation staff 

Feb. 5 as administrative secretary. 

She provides assistance to the execu-

tive director and the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation’s board of trustees as 

well as primary support for gift and 

data entry for the foundation. 

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Web site gets new look

The Michigan 4-H Foundation 

Web site now has a new look. Visit 

the site at www.mi4hfdtn.org to get 

news and information about sup-

porting Michigan 4-H. You can also 

make a gift online with your credit 

or debit card. 




