
AAs Michigan 4-H celebrates its 

centennial, the Happy Hustlers 

4-H Club also celebrates its 100th 

birthday this year. 

Founded in 1908, the Happy 

Hustlers 4-H Club is one of the fi rst 

4-H clubs established in Michigan. 

The club’s name originated from 

the initial four H’s: head, heart, 

hands and hustle. The fourth H 

was changed to health in 1911. The 

club, based in Holton, Mich., began 

in Muskegon County but by the 

mid-1950s had become a Newaygo 

County-based club.

Club members of the Happy Hus-

tlers have changed throughout the 

years, but one family has remained 

constant: the family of Vera Kempf. 

Kempf’s mother, Francis Cregg, was 

a member of the Happy Hustlers. 

As time went on, Cregg became the 

club’s 4-H leader, with Vera as one 

of her members. 

In 1950, Vera assumed leader-

ship of the club when her parents 

moved to Mason County. After she 

married Alvin Kempf in 1952, he, 

too, became a club leader until his 

death in 2005.

“My love of kids has kept me in 

4-H all these years,” Vera Kempf said. 

“My mother and grandmother were 

both involved as 4-H leaders. As a 

leader, I have learned it is very impor-

tant to make memories today.”

Today, Vera remains the club’s 

community leader, but the club also 

has numerous project leaders. 

The entire Kempf family is 

involved with 4-H. Her four chil-

dren, who were all 4-H members 

– Joyce, Alice, Paul (“Stoney”) and 

Matt – are all club project lead-

ers. Vera’s grandchildren are also 

involved with 4-H.

“If you want to do something 

with our family, you do 4-H,” Matt 

Kempf said.

Although the club currently has 

between 60 and 70 members, it 

peaked to 200 youth in the 1980s.

“We are still a community-based 

club,” said Matt Kempf. “Under the 

club umbrella are projects of sew-

ing, dairy, health, etc. We have a 

multitude of leaders.”

In the early days, as was stan-

dard, the club focused primarily on 

crops, woodworking and electricity 

projects for boys and sewing, cook-

ing and canning for girls. 

“By my mom’s generation, 

it was fi nally allowed for girls to 

cross over to livestock and other 

projects previously for boys,” Matt 

Kempf said.

As a leader, Vera continued 

to expand the club’s projects by 

recruiting experts in science, arts, 

crafts, dance and more. As a result, 
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Founded in 1908, the 
Happy Hustlers 4-H 
Club is one of the 
f i rst  4-H clubs 
established in 
Michigan. The 
club still exists 
today.

Happy Hustlers 4-H Club provides a century of learning

see Happy Hustlers, page 5

“My love of kids has kept me 
in 4-H all these years.”

— Vera Kempf, 
Happy Hustlers 4-H Club 

volunteer leader 



TThroughout our existence, the Michigan 

4-H Foundation’s primary mission has been 

to increase opportunities for private support 

of Michigan 4-H Youth Development work 

statewide.

That mission has helped grow the founda-

tion to an $8 million organization and one of 

the historically strongest 4-H foundations in the 

nation, granting in excess of $500,000 annu-

ally to support 4-H programs in Michigan’s 

communities.  

The Michigan 4-H Foundation’s support for 

4-H is driven by three primary responsibilities 

– ownership and management of Kettunen Center, 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s volunteer train-

ing center; stewardship of permanently endowed 

investments for the long-term support of 4-H; and 

annual private resource development for ongoing 

and new state and county 4-H programming. 

As costs increase for managing these 

responsibilities, our ability to focus primarily 

on providing donors opportunities to support 

the community-based programming that 4-H 

does for and with Michigan’s young people is 

increasingly challenged. 

In 2006, Michigan 4-H Foundation past 

president and trustee George House and his 

wife, Deanna, established the Michigan 4-H 

Founder’s Fund, a perpetual endowment with 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation, to ensure the 

foundation’s ability to be advocates and stew-

ards for Michigan 4-H well into the future.

Since the Houses established the fund, 

several current and former trustees, 4-H staff 

members and friends have also contributed to 

help the fund grow.

Once it’s fully funded, the Michigan 4-H 

Founder’s Fund will provide a stable source of 

unrestricted revenue to meet the ongoing needs 

of Michigan 4-H Youth Development. 

Investment in this fund would allow for 

increased support and advocacy for ongoing 

4-H programs and new 4-H program develop-

ment, 4-H volunteer training, youth recogni-

tion and learning opportunities – all the 

things that allow 4-H to support the positive 

growth and development of Michigan’s young 

people.  

The Founder’s Fund goal is a $5 million 

interest-earning reserve fund capable of gen-

erating ongoing and perpetual unrestricted 

support for the areas of greatest need for 4-H 

and the Michigan 4-H Foundation. This will 

also provide fl exibility to address unanticipated 

opportunities and challenges.

To reach that goal requires the participation 

of donors giving at major gift levels – starting 

at $10,000 and above. Of course, any gift to 

grow this fund for 4-H’s future is welcome. 

Potential donors are also asked to consider a 

combination of a current cash gift combined 

with a larger planned gift (for example, 25 

percent now and 75 percent later through 

planned giving opportunities) to help grow 

the fund. The foundation is also seeking 

match opportunities through private founda-

tions and corporations that also believe in the 

importance of building capacity for non-profi t 

organizations. 

Donors that help create and reach this 

Founder’s Fund goal with gifts of $25,000 or 

more will be recognized as members of the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Cornerstone Soci-

ety and honored annually in the foundation’s 

annual report and permanently at Kettunen 

Center, the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 4-H 

volunteer training facility.

To contribute or to get more information 

about the Founder’s Fund, please contact the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692.

Featured Fund: The Michigan 4-H Founder’s Fund
Providing perpetual support for the operations of 4-H and the Michigan 4-H Foundation 

Mini-campaigns 
growing funds
The Michigan 4-H Foundation has 
several other fund drives taking place 
to grow the following funds:

• 4-H Forever Annual Fund.
• Houghton-Keewenaw 4-H 

Endowment Fund.
• Michigan 4-H Dairy Industry 

Partnership Initiative.
• Michigan 4-H International 

Programs Endowment.
• WNF&GA, Michigan Division, 

4-H Endowment.
You can help! 
Ways to make your gift:
• Send cash or check to the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
designating the appropriate 
fund.

• Call the foundation at (517) 
353-6692 to charge your credit 
or debit card.

• Give online at www.mi4hfdtn.org 
using your credit or debit card.

FOUNDER’S FUND

Initial Fund Goal: $1 million 
($5 million by 2014) 

Fund Status: $75,334 
Percent to Goal: 1.2%

Fund Update
The Founder’s Fund, established 
by George and Deanna House, 
supports the operations of 4-H and 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

Leadership gifts have been 
made by: 
George and Deanna House 
Gary and Eiko Iwai Seevers
Mary Tatter

Other gifts received from:
Francis Milton Bergeron
Janet and James Blanchard
Lynn and Mary Harvey
Judith Marks
George and Clara McManus, Jr.
Ralph Nichols
Sandra Clarkson Stuckman and 

Noel Stuckman
Nancy and Steven Thelen
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DDawn Reid, of Georgetown, 

Texas, attributes her success in life 

to 4-H and her parents, Wayne and 

Faye Adam. So much so that she 

and her husband, Terrance (T.R.), 

recently established an endowment 

fund to honor her parents’ 50th 

wedding anniversary and their 

many years of service to Sanilac 

County and state 4-H programs.

“We wanted to recognize the 

exceptional work they’ve done and 

are doing, not just now but in a way 

that would live on. The endowment 

is something we can continue to con-

tribute to in their honor. And, for us, 

doing so at home, in Sanilac County, 

seemed right,” Dawn Reid said.

The Wayne and Faye Adam 

Endowment Fund for Sanilac County 

4-H Youth Development supports 

4-H livestock (beef, sheep and 

swine) educational training for 

teen and adult leaders in Sanilac 

County. Specifically, it will fund  

instruction on feeding, caring and 

preparing livestock for show and/or 

showmanship; livestock judging 

training; and other 4-H livestock 

training opportunities.

“Mom and Dad have been 

involved in more types of 4-H pro-

grams and initiatives than we can 

probably recall. But as cattle and 

hog farmers, the livestock program 

has always been near and dear to 

them. Dad was a longtime swine 

leader for the Lucky Stars Club, and 

the two of them served as livestock 

and swine superintendents during 

fair week for several years. Their 

commitment to youth showman-

ship and the county livestock pro-

gram run very deeply,” Reid said.

Wayne and Faye Adam, of Snover, 

have been involved in 4-H for more 

than 50 years. They have three adult 

children all of whom were Sanilac 

County 4-H members: Dawn, Alan 

and Linda. They also have grand-

children involved in 4-H.

“Dad was a 4-H member as 

a boy. It was a way of life, and it 

carried over as he and Mom raised 

their own family. Even as kids, we 

knew that being 4-H leaders was 

a really gratifying experience for 

Dad and Mom. They were instru-

mental, with several neighbors, 

in establishing our local 4-H club, 

the Lucky Stars. They believe every 

child should learn the importance 

of responsibility and community. 

The related ideals of commitment, 

hard work with purpose, citizenship 

and volunteerism have always been 

part of 4-H,” Reid said.

In 1990, Wayne and Faye received 

Sanilac County’s Friend of 4-H Award 

for their continued service. 

Wayne, a Sanilac County 4-H 

alumnus and 4-H Emerald Clover 

Society member, was one of the origi-

nal members who started the fi rst 

Sanilac County 4-H Livestock Sale. 

Faye has served on numerous 

4-H committees including the 

Michigan 4-H Livestock Develop-

mental Committee, the Sanilac 

County Extension Council, the 

MSU Extension State Council and 

the Sanilac County 4-H personal 

appearance and livestock program-

ming committees, among others. 

She was also a 4-H Exploration 

Days chaperone for several years 

and has been a Michigan 4-H Foun-

dation trustee since 1988. 

As a trustee, she was the foun-

dation’s fi rst woman president and 

also held the offi ce of vice presi-

dent. She chaired the nominating 

committee, co-chaired the 4-H 

Centennial Celebration Commit-

tee and was a member of the 4-H 

Youth Task Force in 2001.  She also 

received the Michigan 4-H Citation 

Award in 1996.

In addition to their 4-H service, 

Wayne and Faye have been active 

in their local community, serv-

ing as township clerk and deputy 

clerk, respectively, and are active 

Michigan Farm Bureau members. 

Wayne has also served on the 

Kingston State Bank Board and          

the Marlette Community Hospital 

Board and Corporate Board and is 

a member of the Marlette Chamber 

of Commerce. Wayne also managed 

Marlette Livestock Auction, Inc.

“We learned from our parents 

that the greatest rewards include 

being able to give back and to make 

a difference in the lives of others. 4 -H 

helped us develop the skills to act on 

that lesson, professionally and in 

community service,” Reid said.

October 31 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden 
closes for the season. The outdoor garden will open April 
1, 2009. The indoor garden is open year round.

December 11 — Dark Chocolate, Red Wine and Gourmet 
Coffee Gardens Reception. 

December 14 — Kettunen Center Dinner Theater: A 
Christmas Carol. For reservations call Kettunen Center at 
(231) 829-3421.

December 31 — Gift deadline for 2008 income tax credit.

4-H alumna creates endowment to honor parents

Dawn and Terrance (T.R.) Reid recently established the Wayne 
and Faye Adam Endowment Fund for Sanilac County 4-H Youth 
Development to honor Dawn’s parents. Pictured above is Dawn Reid 
(center) with her parents, Wayne and Faye Adam.
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Mark R. Williams, of 

Hillsdale, was elected to 

a three-year term on the 

Michigan 4-H Founda-

tion board in October. 

Williams, the Michi-

gan Council of Extension Association’s repre-

sentative to the Michigan 4 H Foundation Board 

of Trustees, is the county Extension director in 

Hillsdale County. He previously served as a 4-H 

program assistant and 4-H youth educator in 

Hillsdale and Branch counties.

Williams serves on the 4-H Exploration Days 

program implementation team, co-chairs the 

MSU Extension Fish and Wildlife Area of Expertise 

(AoE) team and is the team leader of the Conserva-

tion Stewards Program Committee. He also served 

as the county staff representative on the Michigan 

4-H Foundation’s fi nance committee in 2007-08. 

He is the former president of the Michigan Associa-

tion of Extension 4-H Youth Staff (MAE4-HYS) 

and currently serves as treasurer of Epsilon Sigma 

Phi, Michigan Alpha Psi chapter.

New offi cers elected
Jamey T. Fitzpatrick, of East Lansing, was 

elected president of the Michigan 4-H Founda-

tion at the fall board meeting in October. 

Fitzpatrick is president of Michigan Virtual 

University (MVU). He previously served as vice 

president for MVU and served as director of 

technology for the Michigan Department of 

Education. He was also director of the Regional 

Educational Media Center at Saginaw the Inter-

mediate School District.

Also elected were: as vice president, David R. 

Ramaker, Midland, Chemical Financial Corpora-

tion chairman, president and CEO; as treasurer, 

Michael D. McIntyre, Okemos, attorney/certifi ed 

public accountant, Michael D. McIntyre, P.L.C.;  and 

as secretary, Cheryl N. Booth, Ithaca, MSU Exten-

sion assistant director and state leader for Children, 

Youth, Families and Communities. The immediate 

past president is Philip A. Seitz of Hale. 

Ramaker and Seitz were re-elected to the Michi-

gan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees. Also re-

elected were: Sheila M. Burkhardt of Novi; Thomas 

G. Coon, East Lansing; Victor L. Fulgoni III, Battle 

Creek; and Smallwood Holoman, Jr., Midland.

Mark R. Williams

club members have had many 

memorable learning experiences, 

and many have become local, state 

and national leaders.

“We never shut down any child’s 

dream. Mom taught us if you want 

something, to go get it,” Matt 

Kempf said.

Some club members joined the 

State 4-H Performing Arts Troupe, 

which performed at the Wharton 

Center during 4-H Exploration 

Days, the Grand Hotel on Mackinaw 

Island and at the U.P. State Fair. 

Others traveled abroad through 4-H 

international programs. 

“Anytime there’s a child who 

is interested, we see that he or she 

travels abroad,” Matt Kempf said. 

“The club members raised 

money to help fund travels for 

other club participants. The club 

has sponsored youth that have 

traveled to El Salvador, Guatema-

la, Venezuela, Australia, Mexico, 

Belize, Japan, the Dominican 

Republic, England, Scotland, 

Ireland, Denmark, Switzerland, 

Germany, France and Poland. 

When they return, each youth 

gives a report to the club of what 

he or she learned and shared about 

4-H,” he said.

The Happy Hustlers are also 

active in their local community. 

In celebration of 100 years of 

Michigan 4-H, the club is striving 

to complete 100 community service 

projects by the end of December. 

They have completed 88 service 

projects to date.

The club aims to do a service 

project for the local adult foster care 

home for every holiday. Members  

have made holiday cards, beaded 

wall hangers, cupcakes and more 

for the residents. Other projects 

have included cemetery cleanups 

and roadway cleanups. 

Over the years, the club’s mem-

bers have also participated in 

many 4-H and community events, 

including local parades, spring 

achievement, Share the Fun, 

square dances, 4-H camp and 

the fair.

“Vera encourages each vol-

unteer and member in their 4-H 

adventure. She leads by her positive, 

energetic example,” said Sandra 

Risedorph, Newaygo County MSU 

Extension 4-H educator. 

“Vera’s family has contributed 

countless hours to the develop-

ment of healthy, self-reliant 

4-H’ers. She is an outstanding 

individual who exemplifies what 

4-H can mean to a community,” 

Risedorph said.

4-H beginnings in Michigan
 Although 4-H can trace its beginnings to 1902 nationally, 
4-H didn’t begin in Michigan until 1908. Muskegon and 
Mason counties had corn-growing associations, and 
Muskegon Congressman J.C. McLaughlin founded corn-
growing contests in western Michigan in 1908, which 
evolved into Michigan’s fi rst agricultural clubs.

In 1913, Eben Mumford, state Extension leader for 
Michigan Agricultural College and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, held the first statewide corn-growing 
contests. With passage of the Smith-Lever Act in 1914, E.C. 
Lindeman was appointed Michigan’s fi rst state 4-H leader 
and the Cooperative Extension Service was formed.

Sources: History of Cooperative Extension Work in Michigan 1914-
1930, 1941. Plus Two Score, The Cooperative Extension Service in 
Michigan 1940 to 1980, 1984.

New trustee and offi cers elected

Happy Hustlers
continued from cover
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AA new addition to the Harwood Learning 

Landscape Arboretum at Kettunen Center dem-

onstrates fi re-resistant landscaping techniques.

The Firewise Landscape educates guests on 

how to landscape using fi re-resistant plants and 

landscaping materials to help prevent homes 

and structures from catching fi re.

“I’ve always liked Kettunen Center. Putting 

this garden here gives people a chance to see 

and get an idea of what fi re-resistant plants 

look like,” said Mark Hansen, consulting MSU 

Extension wildfi re specialist.

“We have a list of fi re-resistant plants – mean-

ing plants that don’t burn very easily. Although all 

plants will burn if they are dry enough,” he noted.

The Firewise Landscape will be completed in 

three phases and is a collaborative effort between 

MSU Extension, the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources (MDNR), MSU Department of 

Horticulture and the MSU School of Planning, 

Design and Construction.

Jon Burley, associate professor in the MSU 

School of Planning, Design and Construction, 

developed the landscape design. Hansen, along 

with Tom Fernandez, associate professor of 

horticulture at MSU, and Paul Kollmeyer, MDNR, 

chose the fi nal design, which includes three gar-

dens in the shapes of feathers for an avian theme 

and a structure to represent a home. 

Phase one of the project was installed in early 

October. Eight MSU Horticulture Club students, 

facilitated by Fernandez and Bert Kregg, planted 

the initial fi re-resistant plants and landscape 

materials in the three gardens. 

The second phase includes the addition 

of a structure to demonstrate home building 

techniques and materials. During phase three a 

larger variety of fi re-resistant plants will be added 

and an existing evergreen tree will be pruned.

“The structure will have small boulders and 

a walkway around it. The structure is meant to 

The fi rst phase of the Firewise Landscape at Kettunen Center was installed in early 
October with the help of MSU Horticulture Club students (above). The landscape will 
demonstrate how to landscape using fi re-resistant plants and landscaping materials 
to help prevent homes and structures from catching fi re.

Firewise Landscape to demonstrate wildfi re education

IRA charitable rollovers are back!
For the 2008 and 2009 tax years, qualifying 
donors can make tax-free IRA distributions 
by making a special gift to Michigan 4-H.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 
of 2008, available through 2009, allows 
donors aged 70½ or older to donate up 
to $100,000 to charity by transferring an 
amount directly from your IRA to that charity 
and thereby reducing your taxable income 
for the current tax year. 

How, why and key notes: 
•Instruct your IRA custodian to distribute 
a gift amount directly to the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation. The entire gift amount qualifi es 
as a charitable distribution.
•The gift amount is not included in your 
personal income for federal taxes. 
•The gift amount can count toward required 
minimum IRA distribution for the tax year. 
•Distribution cannot be considered an 
income tax charitable deduction. The gift is 
considered a tax-free gift because the donor 
doesn’t pay taxes on the distribution if it’s 
made directly to a charity. 
•Distributions can only be made from 
traditional Individual Retirement Accounts 
or Roth IRAs. Typically, 403(b), 401(k), 
pension and other retirement plans are 
ineligible for the tax-free distribution. 

For more detailed information, call (517) 
353-6692. 

Remember, this opportunity ends 
December 31, 2008 for 2008 tax credit! 

“I’ve always liked Kettunen Center. 
Putting this garden here gives people a 
chance to see and get an idea of what 
fi re-resistant plants look like.” 

— Mark Hansen, 
Consulting MSU Extension wildfi re specialist

resemble a house with fi re-wise concepts, includ-

ing a fi re-resistant roof, siding and foundation. 

We will then incorporate non-combustible 

mulch with more fi re-resistant plants. Inside 

the three-sided structure will be a bench and an 

audio system. Visitors can push a button and 

hear a fi ve-minute description of the garden and 

how they might make their homes fi re-wise. The 

open side will face the garden so that people sit-

ting on the bench can enjoy the view,” he said.

Tribute gifts marking Hansen’s retirement 

will support the bench in the landscape area. 

Though many of the materials and labor have 

been donated or purchased at a reduced cost thus 

far, additional donations are welcome to assist 

with the next phases of construction.
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T
Smith Schoolyard Demonstration Garden opens

The new Pete and Sally Smith Schoolyard Dem-

onstration Garden opened Aug. 11 with a ribbon-

cutting ceremony during the outdoor Michigan 

4-H Children’s Garden 15th birthday party.

The Schoolyard Demonstration Garden is 

a 2,500-square-foot addition to the outdoor 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden made possible 

by a gift from Margaret Marshall Murdoch in 

memory of her sister and brother-in-law Mary 

(Sally) and Donovan (Pete) Smith.

The garden demonstrates ideas for creating 

outdoor gardens for learning in schoolyards, 

community gardens or other small spaces. 

It also serves as a demonstration space for 

environmentally friendly landscape materials 

such as pavers and turf stone that allow greenery 

to grow through and rainwater to penetrate into 

the soil. There is also a green roof of plants over 

the outdoor classroom, a garden hoop house 

and a rain barrel water collection and irriga-

tion system.

 It features specifi c gardens for kindergarten 

through fi fth grades that are designed to align 

learning with relevant Michigan educational 

standards. Each grade-specifi c garden theme is 

based on the science learning standards for that 

grade. Currently featured are plants with animal 

names, ABC plants, plants that attract butterfl ies, 

plants with all shades of red, grasses from all 

around the world and tomatoes. Each year the 

themes and plants grown in these gardens will 

be determined by teachers. 

“We plan to develop teacher training, 

including a three-day Summer Institute, on 

how to create a schoolyard garden and how to 

integrate the garden into teaching every day,” 

said Norm Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Gardens curator. 

“This garden will also be a place for hands-on 

student learning as part of our Seeds of Science 

program. We are working on having this garden 

recognized as a national model for school gar-

dens everywhere,” he said.

Garden celebrates 
15th birthday

Kids celebrated the outdoor Michigan 
4-H Children’s Garden’s 15th birthday 
with birthday cake and ice cream 
on Aug. 11. The participants were 
the first to explore the Schoolyard 
Demonstration Garden. They also sang 
“Happy Birthday,” made party hats and 
read stories in the garden.

Other areas refl ect school experiences, such 

as the School Lunch Garden, the Pizza Garden, 

and the Experiment Garden.

Additional theme gardens are the Rainbow 

Garden, the Seeds to Table Garden, the Pond 

Garden, the Climbing Rose Garden and the 

Welcome Garden. 

“The Climbing Rose Garden pays special 

tribute to Sally Smith – she would plant climbing 

roses wherever she lived,” Lownds said. 

The new Pete and Sally Smith Schoolyard 
Demonstration Garden opened Aug. 11 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony during the 
outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden 
15th birthday party. Lillian Lebednick, a 
summer 2008 Kid Curator participant, cut 
the ribbon.
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Thanks to our Corporate 
Clover Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club 
is an annual giving program 
recognizing corporate and 
business gifts over $1,000. 

Between July 1 and Oct. 6, 
2008 corporate gifts were 
received from:

• Foremost Farms USA
• Livingston County Farm Bureau
• MI State Chapter of the National 

Wild Turkey Federation, Inc.
• Michigan Chapter, International 

Association of Arson 
Investigators

• Michigan Farm Bureau & 
Affi liates

• Michigan Horse Council
• Michigan Pork Producers 

Association
• Dart Foundation

Grix becomes MAE4-HYS 
vice president

Kettunen Center director John 

Grix was elected vice president of the 

Michigan Association of Extension 

4-H Youth Staff.

WNF&GA, Michigan Division 
honored as Key Partner

The Michigan Division of the 

Woman’s National Farm and Gar-

den Association received an MSU 

Extension Key Partner Award for 

its continued support of 4-H and 

the establishment of the WNF&GA, 

Michigan Division, Endowment with 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Oct. 8 fi rst-ever National 
4-H Youth Science Day

In celebration of National 4-H 

Week, the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives passed a resolution (H.R. 

1390) to offi cially designate Oct. 

8 as 4-H National Youth Science 

Day. On Oct. 8, 4-H youth across 

the nation participated in the 

fi rst-ever national science experi-

ment to examine the potential 

of using water-absorbing poly-

mers as environmental clean-up 

tools, recording their results in a 

national database. 




