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Michigan 4-H Foundation
Annual Membership Meeting 
October 5, 2012, 10 a.m. to noon 

Welcome and Introductions – President Smallwood Holoman, Jr.

American and 4-H Pledges – Youth Trustee

2011-12 Year In Review 
• President Smallwood Holoman, Jr.
• State 4-H Leader Dr. Julie A. Chapin 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation at 60! 
Still Working to Advance the Mission and Opportunity of  
Michigan 4-H Youth Development

• Leveraging private partnership for Michigan’s youth
Mrs. Faye Adam, Former President and Trustee Emeritus, Michigan 4-H Foundation 

• Transforming program delivery and youth impact 
Dr. Leah Cox Ritchie, Retired, Assistant Vice Provost and Associate Director Emeritus, Michigan State University Extension

•  Enhancing the importance of place in youth programming 
Mr. Chris Gentry, Kettunen Center Director  
Dr. Norm Lownds, Ph.D., Curator, Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden

• Being the Difference for Michigan’s Young People
Onaca Bennett, 2012 International Travel Scholarship Recipient 

Annual Membership Meeting of the Michigan 4-H Foundation

Secretary’s Report – Secretary Julie A. Chapin, Ph.D.
• Approval of minutes from October 7, 2011 annual meeting

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Ron Schoen
• Financial overview
• Introduction of auditors and presentation of the Michigan 4-H Foundation 2011-12 Independent Audit  

Jeff Irwin, President, McCartney & Company, P.C.

Board Development Committee Report – Trustee Sally A. Stuby, Board Development Committee Chair
• Approval of Articles of Incorporation Changes
 –  Officer Liability 
 – Corporation Address Change 
• Trustee Elections

Executive Director Remarks – Mrs. Cheryl D. Howell
• Retiring Trustee Recognition
• Acknowledgements

Remarks from the Membership

Closing Remarks – President Smallwood Holoman, Jr.

Trustees and special guests proceed to Clover Citation Luncheon



2011-12 Annual Fund
Unrestricted Goal: $110,000 
Restricted Goal: $600,000

President’s Message  
to the Membership 

Welcome to the annual membership meeting of 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation! Although this is 
the 59th gathering of foundation membership, 
this year does mark the 60th anniversary of the 
April 22, 1952 founding of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation. 

Over the course of those six decades, the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation has:
• Grown from an organization with $1,000 in 

assets to one with more than $6.7 million in net 
assets. 

• Provided grants to support state and county 4-H 
programs that total well over $5 million. 

• Built Kettunen Center and the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens into nationally and interna-
tionally recognized 4-H learning facilities. 

• Developed and maintained lasting philanthropic 
partnerships with individuals, families, corpora-
tions and foundations united in their support for 
providing meaningful learning opportunities for 
Michigan’s young people. 

Today, we’ll spend some time celebrating some 
of the significant accomplishments 4-H has been 
able to achieve with the support of Michigan 4-H 
Foundation donors, trustees and staff leadership. 

But your foundation trustees feel we’ve only just 
begun to make the difference we know is possible 
for youth when we all – donors, trustees and staff 
members together – continue to leverage our 
time, our connections and our assets to support 
the continued development of a young person’s 
head, heart, hands and health, so that they too 
can be the difference for their communities, their 
country and their world. That’s the 4-H promise. 

So we thank you, for making it possible for the 
past 60 years and for staying with us for the next 
many more decades of support for Michigan 4-H. 

Sincerely, 

Smallwood Holoman, Jr. 
President, Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Midland County 

2011-12 Key Giving Numbers

The 4-H Forever Annual Fund goal was to raise 
$110,000 in unrestricted revenue for 4-H. For 2011-12, 
$249,770 was raised or 227% of goal. 

Unrestricted gifts help support the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation’s annual commitment to 4-H volunteer 
training; they help to support new 4-H program 
development and allows the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
to make investments in emerging needs that serve to 
keep 4-H viable in communities throughout the state.

This year’s restricted goal was $600,000. For 2011-
12, $906,369 was raised or 151% of goal. Direct 
mail, telemarketing and memorial and tribute gifts 
exceeded revenue targets.

• The foundation gained 233 first-time or new donors 
in FY11-12.

• Total donors for FY11-12 was 1,060 which is up 
slightly from the 1,041 total in FY 2010-11.

• The foundation received a total of 1,623 gifts, 
representing 722 unrestricted and 901restricted gifts 
– a 17% increase in gifts over FY10-11.

• FY11-12 TSC Paper Clover Campaigns generated 
a combined $83,679 in support for Michigan 4-H 
county and state programs.

• 4-H staff giving remained at 40% participation with 
gifts totaling $14,265. Staff giving increased by 
approximately $3,000 over FY10-11.

• Michigan 4-H Foundation Trustees continue to 
set and reach a 100% giving goal, contributing 
$22,414 in FY11-12.



2011-12 Support for Michigan 4-H
State and County 4-H Programs 
In 2011-12, the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees made grants totaling $608,158 to support 
state and county 4-H youth development programs. Of 
this amount, 90% or $547,904 supported statewide 
4-H programs and 10% or $60,254 was granted for 
county 4-H programs. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation endowment portfolio 
totals $3.44 million of which $2.85 million is held in 
permanently endowed funds. The portfolio consists 
of 60 endowments of which 21 are held for county 
4-H program support. This endowed portfolio now 
has potential to provide approximately $136,000 in 
annual grant support for Michigan 4-H.

Scholarship support provided to 4-H members for 
college and international travel totaled $6,546. 4-H 
volunteer training scholarships totaling $53,400 
were awarded for 4-H adults and older teens who 
attend training that takes place predominantly at 
Kettunen Center, the foundation’s facility in Tustin, 
Mich. Kettunen Center operations cost $1.43 million 
in FY11-12, and continues to be the most significant 
program expense of the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

Kettunen Center 
In June 2012, John Grix retired after 24 years as 
Kettunen Center director. Christopher Gentry, of 
Cadillac, succeeded Grix. 

Kettunen Center received gifts and grants totaling 
$24,279. The foundation is grateful for the continued 
support of Kettunen Center from the Mecosta-Osceola 
United Way, the Osceola County Community Foundation 
and many more individual and business donors. 

Kettunen Center hosted 1,195 4-H adult and youth 
volunteers during FY2011-12 who participated in 
the 17 weekend 4-H training workshops. Kettunen 
Center’s 4-H educational programming engaged 
2,052 participants. In total, the center hosted 180 
conference and workshop events that attracted 8,186 
participants and generated $1.2 million in revenue. 

In 2011-12, Kettunen Center staff members started the 
Feed the Need Program, collecting contributions from 
guests at the facility. These contributions allowed Kettunen 
Center on behalf of its guests to contribute more than 500 
items to Cadillac Area OASIS/Family Resource Center. 

Kettunen Center topped the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion last year by donating a 50-year old, 60-foot 

Norway Spruce to be the City of Detroit’s Holiday Tree 
in December 2011. On Nov. 2, the nonprofit agency 
that manages Detroit’s Campus Martius Park accepted 
delivery of the statuesque tree that crowned the 2011 
Detroit Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Winter 
Magic-Detroit festivities. 

The Green 5K Run/Walk was held at Kettunen Center 
attracting 70 participants in its second year. Proceeds 
from the run help support the outdoor and environ-
mental educational programs hosted by Kettunen 
Center including 4-H TRACKERS for elementary school-
aged children and the annually hosted Road Scholar 
Programs and seasonal Kettunen Family Fun days. 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 
The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens leveraged a City 
of Detroit youth gardening and technology partnership 
with Sustainable Community Farm into a $150,000 
grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in FY2011-12. 

The DIGN program integrates virtual and actual 
gardening experiences in selecting plants, planting 
and growing, caring for the garden, harvesting, 
post-harvest care, and selling and buying at Farmer’s 
Market. Students have unique opportunities to “show 
off” gardening expertise and teach new gardeners, 
both online and in person, about how gardens can 
create communities that connect students, neighbor-
hoods, and the university to foster sustainability and 
local produce access.

The gardens hosted 4,091 children and 274 adults 
from 102 schools for the season opening exhibit, 
Butterflies in the Garden. This event was again 
presented this year in partnership with Jackson 
National Life Company. 

The Seeds of Science program engaged 343 youth 
from five schools in multi-day, science learning experi-
ences in the gardens. And, garden staff and volunteer 
docents hosted 1,633 children from 22 schools for 
Garden Discovery Days and led an additional 32 formal 
tours serving 939 youth and adult participants.

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens remain a popular 
feature of multi-generation events held annually at 
Michigan State University including 4-H Exploration Days 
and Grandparents University. And 2012 saw a repeat of 
the 4-H In the Garden event that provides opportunities 
for county 4-H clubs and groups to showcase the variety 
of 4-H projects and programs. 



Michigan 4-H Foundation  
Financial Summary in Brief
For the years ended June 30, 2012 and June 30, 2011

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2011-12 Program Support

Total 4-H Grants Distributed:
$608,158

90%
State 4-H Programs

10% 
County 4-H Programs

 

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2011-12 Revenue

Total Revenue:
$2,350,293

48%
Kettunen Center

Revenue

46%
Gifts & Grants

1% 
Investment Revenue

5% 
Administrative Fees

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2011-12 Expenses

Total Expenses:
$2,635,566

54%
Kettunen Center

Operations 17%
Administration

6% Fundraising

 

23% 
4-H Program

Grants

JUNE 30, 2012 JUNE 30,2011
ASSETS
Current Assets  $857,867 $405,046 
Net Fixed Assets (Primarily Kettunen)  3,384,442  3,568,503 
Investments and Other Assets 4,175,116  4,114,436 
 Total Assets $8,417,425 $8,087,985
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities  $799,643  $221,521 
Long Term Liabilities  917,278  880,687 
 Total Liabilities $1,716,921 $1,102,208

Net Assets  $6,700,504  $6,985,777
 Total Liabilities and Net Assets $8,417,425 $8,087,985

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Kettunen Revenue  $1,120,773  $1,187,021 
Unrestricted 466,095 482,293 
Restricted 763,425 973,372 
 Total Revenues $2,350,293 $2,642,686
EXPENSES
Kettunen Operations  $1,432,806  $1,388,983 
4-H Programs  613,234  378,760 
Administration 443,457 240,485 
Fundraising 146,069 68,375 
 Total Expenses $2,635,566 $2,076,603
Change in Net Assets $(285,273) $566,083



In attendance were 12 trustees, 1 trustee emeritus, 1 
honorary trustee, 1 trustee emeritus, 5 members, 4 4-H 
staff members and 6 foundation staff members.

Vice President David Ramaker called the 58th Michigan 
4-H Foundation annual membership meeting to order at 
10:03 a.m. at the Michigan State University Henry Center. 
The group recited the pledges.

President Smallwood Holoman, Jr. was required to be out-of-
state this week, but prepared a video greeting in his absence.

Vice President Ramaker then presented The Year in Review 
2010-11: Strengthening 4-H Community Partnerships that 
Improve the Quality of Life. He noted that: 
• The foundation has been pleased this past year to 

partner with 4-H volunteers and families in Antrim and 
Kent counties as they’ve launched campaigns and made 
significant endowed investments to keep the good benefit 
4-H brings in their communities for future generations of 
youth.

• A Michigan 4-H partnership with the FINRA Investor 
Education Foundation has produced a web-based 4-H 
youth financial literacy and investor learning curriculum 
designed to help communities build youth knowledge 
about investment and finance and ultimately foster 
youth who are financially smart now and well into their 
futures.

• Michigan 4-H’s continues partnership with Toyota helps 
Detroit youth explore the Detroit River and Lake Erie 
and discover the importance of continued protection 
of those critical water resources for the quality of life in 
their communities. 

Your support has allowed:
• Michigan 4-H Foundation grants to support state and 

county 4-H programs totaling $396,366 in 2010-11. 
Of this support, 85% or $336,491 supported statewide 
programs and 15% or $59,875 supported county 4-H 
programs. 

• The Michigan 4-H Foundation maintains and endow-
ment portfolio valued at $3.44 million of which $2.78 is 
permanently endowed. The portfolio offers and annual 
grant potential of approximately $136,000.

• Operations at Kettunen Center represented a significant 
part of the foundation’s annual program support at 
$1.3 million for 2010-2011. This past year, the board 
also granted $70, 275 for 4-H adult and older teen 
volunteer training scholarships.

• We have been celebrating Kettunen Center’s 50th year 
for most of the year and are very proud to mark this 
milestone of its service as the primary home for 4-H 
adult and teen volunteer training and development.

• Donors contributed $715,963 in new gifts and grants to 
support Michigan 4-H in this past fiscal year. And, with 
the receipt of some very generous, but pledged estate 
gifts, total cash gift revenue exceeded $1 million this year.

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes  
October 7, 2011

Vice President Ramaker then introduced Dr. Julie Chapin, 
state 4-H leader and director of the MSU Extension 
Institute for Children and Youth. Dr. Chapin welcomed 
those present to National 4-H Week which begins on 
Sunday. She then provided an exclusive preview of the first 
Michigan 4-H Revolution of Responsibility video featuring 
Nate Sease, Kent County 4-H’er. The 4-H Revolution of 
Responsibility is a National 4-H campaign to show youth 
learning life skills and making a difference in their commu-
nity. Dr. Chapin then reported that 4-H is a strong and 
vibrant program in Michigan with 187,000 4-H members 
led by 25,000 4-H volunteers. Dr. Chapin also reported 
on the 4-H mission mandates: Science, Engineering and 
Technology and Healthy Living.

Then Dr. Chapin presented Kettunen Center’s Value to 
4-H Mission. She noted that Michigan is privileged to have 
Kettunen Center. Nearly 20 workshops, staff meetings and 
conferences are held at Kettunen Center annually. The 
center provides a home and a sense of family where 4-H 
teen and adult volunteers can share learning experiences 
and where people feel welcomed, wanted and engaged.

Dr. Chapin then introduced Polly Diehl, chair of the Michigan 
4-H Foundation’s facilities committee. Trustee Diehl shared 
that when the foundation was founded nearly 60 years ago, 
one of the key agenda items in the first few years was the 
launch of a campaign to purchase property and build a 4-H 
facility. That vision became a critical focus of the foundation 
and Kettunen Center remains a cornerstone of the annual 
work of the Michigan 4-H Foundation today. Donor support 
has built, renovated and expanded Kettunen Center. It is that 
past, current and future investment that will ensure Kettunen 
Center remains a viable learning environment for facilitating 
the 4-H vision and mission.

Trustee Diehl welcomed Mr. John Grix, Kettunen Center 
Director to share The Impact and Promise of Kettunen 
Center. Mr. Grix depicted the 50-year history of Kettunen 
Center through a narrated slide show of photographs.

At this time, Vice President Ramaker thanked the presenters for 
sharing updates on our mission. He then formally opened the 
business portion of the annual membership meeting. 

He invited Secretary Chapin to present the motion for the 
approval of the Oct. 1, 2010 annual meeting minutes. 
Trustee Polly Diehl moved to approve the minutes as 
presented. Supported by Judy Ratkos, member and 4-H 
program leader; motion carried. 

Vice President Ramaker then asked Treasurer Ron Schoen 
to present the foundation’s 2010-11 fiscal year financial 
report. He provided a summary report of the foundation’s 
2010-11 financial position. Total revenues were $2.64 
million with 45 percent generated from operations of 
Kettunen Center, 27 percent from the support of donors, 



the board voted to elect at previously in the current year, Jim 
Nowak, Regional Vice President for GreenStone Farm Credit 
Services. Trustee Stuby then presented two additional new 
trustee nominees for election: Kaitlyn Bailey, Cheboygan 
County 4-H member, and Mary F. Draves, a representative 
from The Dow Chemical Company in Midland. Trustee Stuby 
also presented the following current trustees being nominated 
for re-election to the board: Sheila M. Burkhardt, Smallwood 
Holoman, Jr., David B. Ramaker and Sally Stuby. Trustee Stuby 
stated that this completed the nominations from the Board 
Development Committee and then entertained nominations 
from the membership, and hearing none, proposed a motion 
to accept the slate of trustees to be confirmed and well as 
new and returning trustees as presented to the Michigan 
4-H Foundation membership. Trustee Pam Babbitt moved to 
approve the trustee slate. Supported by Trustee Emeritus Faye 
Adam; motion carried.

Executive Director Cheryl Howell noted that the foundation 
is joining Michigan State University with the launch of a 
new capital campaign. She thanked those in the room who 
participated in the campaign feasibility study to help identify 
target opportunities and areas that we need to strengthen as 
we plan to grow in a significant way, support for Michigan 4-H.

Mrs. Howell thanked Vice President Ramaker for his 
leadership of the day’s proceedings.. She recognized 
and thanked the foundation’s administrative team for 
their support and preparations for this event. Mrs. Howell 
thanked the board for their support and encouragement 
for the work we continue to do for youth. She also thanked 
all those in attendance for their continued support for 
Michigan’s young people.

Vice President Ramaker then opened the floor for closing 
remarks from the membership. Trustee Emeritus George 
House congratulated trustees and staff on exceeding goals 
for the past year. Ms. Betsy Knox encouraged members 
to view the Kettunen Center time capsule on display in 
the hallway as you exit the meeting. Mr. Grix then asked 
members to take a Kettunen Center 50th anniversary mug 
as a token of appreciation.

With no further business, Vice President Ramaker thanked 
Mrs. Howell and the foundation staff members as well as 
all those present for their dedication and commitment. He 
then provided directions for those joining us for the Clover 
Citation Luncheon and thanked everyone for attending. 
He adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

 

Dr. Julie A. Chapin 
Secretary, Michigan 4-H Foundation

24 percent from investment revenue and 4 percent from 
administrative fees. The Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees 
again withheld spending from endowments this past year 
in an effort to allow all endowed funds to gain back their 
original corpus value. With Michigan’s adoption in 2009 
of the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional 
Funds, Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees amended the 
revenue and spending policy to allow for some endowment 
spending – up to 10% of a funds’ corpus value at the 
request of donors. 

Expenses last year totaled $2.07 million with 85 percent 
spent on programs, 12 percent on administration and 3 
percent on fundraising. For 2010-11 the foundation’s net 
assets totaled $6.99 million and total liabilities and net 
assets were at $8.09 million. 

At this time, Treasurer Schoen asked Mr. Jeff Irwin, president 
and independent auditor from McCartney and Company to 
present the foundation’s 2010-11 independent audit results. 
Mr. Irwin thanked Michigan 4-H Foundation and Kettunen 
Center staff for their assistance in the audit process. He 
reported the foundation had some additions to fixed assets 
including the foundation’s accounting software upgrade 
and also paving the road to Kettunen Center. He noted the 
foundation has about $1 million more in assets: approximately 
$376,000 in new investment, $767,000 in market value 
appreciation due to a good market year and about $100,000 
in loss of liquidations. Net assets are also up from a year ago 
due to market values. Trustee Lewis moved to approve the 
audit report with support from the floor. Motion carried.

At this time, Vice President Ramaker introduced Trustee 
Sally Stuby, Board Development Committee chair. He first 
introduced Trustee Stuby as a candidate for re-election so 
she need not introduce herself. 

Trustee Stuby reported that the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Board of Trustees revised the foundation’s bylaws this summer 
to create a new permanent position within the board. The 
active trustee position traditionally held by the Dean of the 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources is now held as 
a permanent ex-officio member of the board. There remains 
two active permanent positions – the position held by the 
State 4-H Leader, Dr. Julie A. Chapin; and a new permanent 
position held by the Director of MSU Extension, Dr. Thomas 
G. Coon. With these changes the foundation’s board now 
consists of 26 elected positions, of which three are held by 
youth trustees ages 16 to 21; three permanent positions, and 
one appointed position for a total of 30 trustee positions. 
Trustee Stuby presented Dr. Douglas Buhler, acting Dean 
of the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources as a 
new permanent ex-officio trustee and Diane “Dee” Miller, 
of Kalkaska, who has been re-appointed to a 3-year term 
representing the Michigan Council of Extension Associates. 
Trustee Stuby then presented a trustee for confirmation that 
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PRESIDENT
Smallwood Holoman, Jr.
Midland

TREASURER
Ronald H. Schoen
Okemos

SECRETARY
Julie A. Chapin
State 4-H Leader and Director,  
MSU Extension Institute for  
Children and Youth 
Portland

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Jamey T. Fitzpatrick
President and CEO 
Michigan Virtual University 
Lansing

TRUSTEES
Pamala R. Babbitt
Babbitt’s Sports Center 
Muskegon

Kaitlyn T. Bailey
Cheboygan County 4-H’er 
Cheboygan

Douglas Buhler
Interim Dean, College of Agriculture  
and Natural Resources 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing

Sheila M. Burkhardt
Director, Member Relations and  
Public Affairs 
Michigan Milk Producers Association 
Novi

Thomas G. Coon
Director, MSU Extension 
Williamston

Polly Diehl
Holland 

About the Michigan 4-H Foundation
The Michigan 4-H Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion dedicated to encouraging and supporting Michigan 4-H Youth 
Development to prepare youth from all segments of society for meaningful 
and productive lives. The Michigan 4-H Foundation is a $7 million 
organization that seeks, manages and distributes support from private 
individuals, organizations, foundations and corporations to support the 
mission and vision of Michigan 4-H Youth Development.

535 Chestnut Road, Room 240 
East Lansing, MI 48824
Phone: (517) 353-6692
Fax: (517) 432-3310
Email: info@mi4hfdtn.org
Web: www.mi4hfdtn.org

Mary F. Draves
Director of Global Remediation and 
Michigan Dioxin Initiative, The Dow 
Chemical Company 
Midland

Carlos A. Guzman
Muskegon County 4-H’er 
Ravenna

Hannah A.C. Haynes
Oakland County 4-H’er 
Southfield

Allan C. Hooper
Economic Development Director,  
Consumers Energy 
Jackson

Douglas E. Lewis
Director of Student Legal Services, 
University of Michigan 
Milan

Dee L. Miller
4-H Extension Educator, 
MSU Extension 
Kalkaska

Jim Nowak
Regional Vice President of Sales & 
Customer Relations,  
GreenStone Farm Credit Services 
DeWitt

Claudia J. Scioly
Woman’s National Farm & Garden  
Association, Michigan Division 
Ann Arbor

Sally A. Stuby
Constantine

Jennifer Vincent
Editor, Michigan Farmer 
St. Johns

Michael T. Wehner
Vice President of Finance and Treasurer, 
Cooperative Elevator Company 
Pigeon

Staff MembersBoard of Trustees
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Cheryl D. Howell

Cynthia J. Acton 
Program and Management Services Director

Christopher M. Gentry 
Kettunen Center Director

Andrea E. Grix
Kettunen Center Educational Program  
Coordinator

Lauren E. Heilman
Business Administrator and  
Human Resources Coordinator

Kathy L. Kregger
Administrative Secretary

Norman K. Lownds
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens Curator

Vonda J. Marrow
Campaign Director

Jamie Mielke-Mitchell
Kettunen Center Operations Manager

Abbey A.W. Miller
Communications & Annual Giving Manager


