
M Total 4-H youth enrollment: 241,170

National ranking in 4-H youth 

enrollment: 7th 

4-H organized clubs: 5,032

Youth in 4-H clubs: 65,116

Other 4-H programming units: 9,349

Youth in other 4-H programming units: 176,054

Diverse 4-H youth enrollment: 18%

Adult 4-H volunteers: 25,762

County 4-H program staff members: 134

State 4-H program staff members: 24

Source: 2004-06 4-H youth enrollment data.

Michigan 4-H
BY THE NUMBERS

Creating 
opportunities 
for Michigan youth 
wherever they are 

Michigan 4-H Youth Develop-

ment is the seventh largest 4-H 

program in America, according to 

2004-05 national 4-H youth data. 

In 2005-06, Michigan 4-H pro-

grams involved 11 percent (241,170) 

of Michigan’s total youth population 

(2.16 million) between the 4-H ages 

of 5 to 19. 

But understanding the value of 

4-H isn’t just about the number of 

youth involved but about what each 

young person gains from his/her 

4-H experience. 

Young people such as Jamie 

Whipple, of Ottawa County, and 

Amy Miller, of Monroe County. 

Jamie is 15 and has been an 

Ottawa County 4-H mentoring pro-

gram participant for 1½ years.

“Whoever decided to start some-

thing like this [the 4-H mentoring 

program] did a great thing,” Jamie 

said. “There are times when you 

just can’t talk to your parents about 

some things. It’s been great to have a 

mentor, a friend like Michelle that I 

can talk through things with.” 
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The Michigan 

4 - H  M e n t o r-

ing Initiative 

is a planned 

mentor ing 

p r o g r a m 

for  youth 

that features 

one-on-one, 

peer and small-

group mentor-

ing models. 

“Michelle taught me how to do 

jewelry, and I’ve taught her some 

tips on photography,” Jamie said. 

Jamie and her volunteer mentor, 

Michelle, also go shopping together, 

do community service projects 

together and last year were selected 

as a mentor-mentee team to join 

Michigan Gov. Granholm in the run 

across the Mackinac Bridge.

“It was my fi rst trip to Mackinac 

Island. I had never been north of 

Whitehall,” Jamie said. “We got up 

early on Labor Day — around 3:30 

a.m. — and took the ferry to the 

bridge for the run. We also got to 

bike ride around Mackinac 

Island. It was great!”

Although Jamie’s 

making great mem-

ories with her 4-H 

mentor, she 

also knows 

t h a t  i n 

many ways 

Michelle’s 

presence in 

her 

There are 9,349 non-club 4-H 

program delivery models in Mich-

igan — day camps, overnight 

camps, independent study, one-on-

one or small-group mentoring, con-

tent-specifi c short-term programs, 

school-based programs — all of 

which engage youth in experiences 

that contribute to their positive 

development. 

Amy Miller has been a 4-H’er 

since age 8 as a member of the 

Whiteford Workers 4-H Club, in 

Monroe County.  

“I would be nothing without 

4-H. It’s my life,” Amy says. “It has 

opened up so many opportunities 

for me. It’s so nice to know that 

you can meet 4-H’ers from across 

the state. It’s really fun to go back 

and forth with other people to see 

how they do their projects.”
See Youth, page 2

life has had a much more important 

purpose. 

“Sometimes when I’m having 

trouble at home, Michelle really 

helps me through it and really 

helps me understand that I can get 

through it,” Jamie said. 

4-H mentoring is one of the 

many 4-H programming methods 

where by 176,054 Michigan 4-H 

youth who are not involved in 4-H 

clubs benefi t from 4-H-led learning 

experiences. 

SPECIAL ISSUE: 
4-H BY THE NUMBERS
We are pleased to highlight 
the impact of Michigan 4-H 
programming for youth and 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
statistical summary.
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TThe 2007 Michigan 4-H Foun-

dation Annual Membership Meet-

ing will celebrate the conclusion of 

the seven-year Campaign for 4-H, 

the largest campaign the founda-

tion has ever undertaken. 

The Annual Membership Meet-

ing is Friday, Oct. 5, 2007, from 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Kellogg Center 

at Michigan State University in East 

Lansing, Mich. Refreshments will 

be served beginning at 9:30 a.m.

All Michigan 4-H Foundation 

members are encouraged to attend 

the annual membership meeting. 

Membership includes any individual 

or organization that donated $10 or 

more in the past year. Members vote 

on all issues at the meeting.

In addition to a special Cam-

paign for 4-H celebration and 

recognition, agenda items include 

board of trustees elections, a report 

of the 2007 audited fi nancial state-

ments and the 2007 president’s 

report. 

In honor of the campaign cele-

bration, lunch will also be provided. 

The luncheon will include recogni-

tion of the 2006-07 Corporate Clo-

ver Club, Cornerstone Society and 

Clover Citation donors. New this 

year will be recognition of members 

of the A.G. Kettunen Society, a new 

gift club for documented planned 

gift donors. If you are interested 

in receiving A.G. Kettunen Society 

recognition, please provide the 

foundation with written documen-

tation of your planned gift intent 

by Sept. 21.

Please RSVP for the meeting 

and lunch by Sept. 21 to (517) 

353-6692. 

Allan C. Hooper, of Jackson (Jackson County), and Douglas E. 
Lewis, of Milan (Washtenaw County), were elected to three-
year terms on the Michigan 4-H Foundation board in July.

Hooper is the economic development 
director for Consumers Energy. He has 
been with Consumers for 22 years and 
worked on economic development 
programs in South America. He is 
a Rural Partners of Michigan board 
member and a Pennsylvania State 

University graduate with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and a master’s degree in regional planning. 

Lewis is director of student legal 
services for the University of Michigan. 
Before joining the U-M, he worked for 
Wayne County Neighborhood Legal 
Services. He served as a member of 
the national MSU Extension lay leader 
organization representing the MSU 

College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. He is also 
a Washtenaw County 4-H volunteer and a member of the 
Washtenaw County MSU Extension Council. He received 
his law degree from Cooley Law School in Lansing.

4-H Foundation board elects 
trustees Hooper & Lewis

Annual Membership Meeting to 
celebrate end of Campaign for 4-H

October 1-6 — National 4-H Week.

October 5 — Michigan 4-H Foundation annual meeting and 
Campaign for 4-H recognition.

October 31 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden 
closes for the season. The outdoor garden will open April 
1, 2008. The indoor garden is open year round.

December 31 — Gift deadline for 2007 income tax credit.

January 31, 2008 — 4-H Emerald Clover Society class of 
2008 nomination deadline. Visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/ecs or 
call (517) 353-6692 for details and a nomination packet.

May 14-16, 2008 — Former 4-H Workers Reunion at Kettunen 
Center. Contact Don Jost by e-mail at donjost@hotmail.com 
or phone at (517) 927-2216 to help build the mailing list.

Youth
continued from page 1

Amy’s 4-H experience mirrors 

that of many of the 65,116 youth 

members who are involved in the 

5,032 4-H project, community 

and after-school clubs throughout 

Michigan. 

“People should join 4-H because 

you can learn so many things that 

you would never have learned 

otherwise,” Amy says. “Things 

like how not to get lost when you 

go up to Michigan State or how to 

do a state award. I just wish every 

person could get involved in 4-H. It 

changes you for life!” 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Annual Membership Meeting
Friday, October 5, 2007 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
MSU Kellogg Center
East Lansing, Mich.
Refreshments will be served at 
9:30 a.m. and lunch at noon.
Please RSVP by Sept. 21 to (517) 
353-6692.

This year, Amy’s 4-H career 

resulted in her winning the high-

est state 4-H award recognition 

for youth — the Michigan 4-H 

Achievement Award. She just com-

pleted her first year at Monroe 

Community College and will soon 

spend three weeks in Europe on a 

study abroad experience.

From a one-on-one mentor to 

leading a 4-H project or community 

club, 4-H could not do what it does 

for Michigan’s young people with-

out the 25,762 adults who volunteer 

to lead those experiences in com-

munities throughout the state.
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MMichigan 4-H IFYE (Interna-

tional Four-H Youth Exchange) 

alumni Russell G. Mawby, of Augus-

ta, Mich., and Melvin H. Thompson, 

of Bethesda, Md., have launched a 

campaign to establish a new 4-H 

International Endowment.

“We are both products of the 

Michigan 4-H international expe-

rience,” Thompson said. “It is our 

appreciation of what this opportu-

nity afforded us that leads us to seek 

to ensure that Michigan remains a 

national leader in creating oppor-

tunities for international learning 

for tomorrow’s young people.”

Michigan 4-H Youth Develop-

ment has been a national leader in 

engaging young people and adults 

in international learning opportuni-

ties for more than 60 years. State 

4-H Leader A.G. Kettunen led 4-H 

development in Finland and helped 

develop the fi rst 4-H international 

youth exchange program during the 

1920-1940s, which evolved into the 

IFYE program.

Today’s 4-H international pro-

grams are designed to help young 

people know and understand their 

place in the world and their respon-

sibility as global citizens.

Mawby, former state 4-H leader 

and former W.K. Kellogg Founda-

tion chair, was the fi rst Michigan 

IFYE, traveling to Great Britain 

with the pioneer IFYE delegation 

in 1948, and went on to become an 

internationally recognized leader 

in philanthropy. Thompson was a 

Michigan IFYE to Turkey in 1953 

and for more than 40 years has 

provided leadership at the state 

and national levels for 4-H inter-

national exchange opportunities 

and alumni programs.

In honor of the 60 year tradition of 

international exposure and education, 

Michigan 4-H exchange alumni and 

friends of 4-H international programs 

have been asked to help create a legacy

 — the Michigan 4-H International 

Programs Endowment — that will 

ensure that 4-H global education and 

international exchange experiences 

continue well into the future.

“There couldn’t be a better time 

to mobilize Michigan 4-H Interna-

tional Exchange alumni around 

making a legacy gift to allow future 

4-H international opportunities like 

those we were fortunate to experi-

ence,” Thompson said.

The goal is to raise the first 

$60,000 for the endowment in 2007 

and complete the initial $120,000 

endowment fund goal by fall 2008. 

All donors will be recognized at a 

Michigan 4-H International Anni-

versary Celebration event in 2008.

To date, $37,990 in cash and 

pledges have been received. Found-

ing donors for the endowment 

include Mawby, Thompson, Sharon 

Fritz, Charles and Wilma Gruner, 

Henrietta and James Hensler and 

Kathleen Stroud.

The 4-H International Endow-

ment will advance and/or continue 

supporting scholarships for 4-H inter-

national exchanges; new partner 

country/community development; 

global and cross-cultural educa-

tion for citizenship responsibility 

and understanding; orientation for 

incoming and outgoing exchange 

participants; recruitment, orienta-

tion and training for host families; 

curriculum and program advances to 

help better prepare exchange students 

for the language, cultural and social 

differences they may experience in a 

new country. The fund will also maxi-

mize the learning opportunities that 

international experiences can provide; 

stronger international partnerships 

with corresponding international 

youth development partners; and use 

technology and other innovations 

to maintain and grow international 

relationships; and youth leadership 

development.

For more information on how 

you can contribute to the endow-

ment, contact the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation at (517) 353-6692.

Nominate a Michigan 4-H 
alumnus for the 2008 class of the 

4-H Emerald Clover Society!

Nominations for the 4-H Emerald Clover Society 
class of 2008 are due Jan. 31, 2008.

The Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover Society refl ects the 
ultimate outcome of 4-H membership—extraordinary use 
of an individual’s head, heart, hands and health to make 
our communities, our country and our world a better place 
in which to live.

Nominee selection is based on evidence of three or more 
years of Michigan 4-H youth membership, professional 
and business achievement, leadership in community 
service and philanthropy, contributions to or impact 
on American society, and signifi cant leadership and 
achievement as a 4-H member.

For more details and a nomination packet, visit the 
Emerald Clover Society Web site at www.mi4hfdtn.org/
ecs or call the foundation at (517) 353-6692.

IFYE alumni start 4-H International Endowment

Michigan 4-H IFYE (International Four-H Youth Exchange) alumni 
Russell G. Mawby (left) and Melvin H. Thompson (right) have 
launched a campaign to establish a new 4-H International 
Endowment to ensure that 4-H global education and international 
learning experiences continue well into the future.
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TThe Michigan 4-H Foundation, 

in its 55th year of operation, seeks 

and receives private gifts and grants 

for support of 4-H programming. 

The foundation also owns, oper-

ates and manages Kettunen Center 

and funds the operations of the 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 

at Michigan State University. 

With assets totaling almost $8 

million, the foundation employs 

14 full-time and 30 part-time staff 

members and has a 28-member 

active volunteer board of trustees.

Among 4-H foundations across 

the country, Michigan ranks seventh 

in the nation in annual total revenue 

streams and 13th in contributions, 

gifts and grants, according to 2005 

IRS 990 data.

Individuals continue to be our 

largest source of support, making 

up 67 percent of the donor base. 

Corporate gifts represent 9.54 per-

cent of total giving, private founda-

tion gifts a little over 10 percent, 

and government and other grants 

8 percent. Groups and associations 

make up the balance of the donor 

base with 4.67 percent. 

Total revenues for 2005-06 were 

$2.3 million, with 59 percent gen-

erated from operations of Kettunen 

Center, 30 percent from your gen-

erous support of 4-H through the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation; 9 percent 

from investment revenue and 2 per-

cent from administrative fees. 

Expenses last year totaled $2.31 

million, with 85 percent spent on 

programs, 12 percent on admin-

istration and 3 percent on fund-

raising. Expenses exceeded revenue 

by about $7,500, with net assets of 

$7.17 million and total liabilities 

and net assets at $7.98 million. 

In 2005-06, the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation granted more than 

$630,000 for 4-H programming, with 

$510,523 in grants to support statewide 

programs and $119,520 in grants to 

support specifi c county programs. A 

signifi cant part of the foundation’s 

annual program support includes 

operation of Kettunen Center— $1.2 

million — for a total of $1.8 million 

in 4-H program support for 2005-06. 

Of course, it is not just about 

the numbers, but about the impact 

on the young people we are here 

to serve. 

Source: 2005-06 Annual 

Report to the Membership and 

audited fi nancial statements. 

The 2006-07 numbers are 

not yet available but will be 

reported at the annual member-

ship meeting.

4-H scholarships awarded
Michigan 4-H Foundation scholarship funds provide fi nancial 
support for postsecondary education for 4-H members. 
Student internships provide fi nancial compensation for 
educational experiences in exchange for work. 

Michigan 4-H Foundation scholarships are funded by 
annual donations, memorial gifts and endowment funds. 
Endowments are generally permanent funds invested 
to provide income for specifi ed purposes. The funds are 
named by the donor, often to honor a loved one or family. 
Endowed scholarship funds require $30,000 minimum gift 
to create.

Michigan 4-H Foundation scholarships and internships 
awarded to date for the 2007–08 academic year are:

Alpha Gamma Rho 4-H Scholarship
Christopher Heck, Monroe

Amanda Awalt Scholarship
Caleb Bowden, Mason

Chase Showmanship Sweepstakes
Katie Chamberlain, Haslett
Nicole Fettes, Williamston
Katie Foster, Williamston
Katie Golden, Holt
Miranda Kelly, Jackson
Nathan Massa, Mason
Rachelle Massa, Mason

Earl J. & Arlyne M. Clark Scholarships
Marlena Barkow, Cedar Springs
Hannah Dahl, Stockbridge
Lauren Hoehn, Okemos

Wayland Hart Memorial Scholarship
Andrew Austin, Clayton

Mawby-Edison 4-H Children’s Gardens Internship
Caitlin Lorenc, Beulah

Michigan 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Scholarship
Kala Belson, Pittsford
Alissa Coldwell, Shepherd
Lindsey Sebesta, Corunna
Janet Zalucha, Dexter

Michigan Horse Council State 4-H Horse Show Scholarship
Daylan Nickisson, Big Rapids
Ashley Van Houten, Marne

Andrew L. Olson Scholarship Fund
Seth Anderson, Traverse City
Bailey Ankerson, Traverse City
Meghann Deering, Traverse City
Hannah Haven, Traverse City
Travis Paton, Kingsley
Nina Poli, Traverse City
Kyle Rector, Thompsonville
Kirstie Sieloff, Traverse City

John J. Schunk 4-H Beef Scholarship
Sara Mowry, Burlington

Rolan & Bernice Sleight Memorial Scholarship
Brenda Sisung, St. Johns

Denise Thurston Patterson & Douglas L. Patterson 
Memorial 4-H Scholarship
Elizabeth Motz, St. Johns

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
By the Numbers

Michigan 4-H Foundation

BY THE NUMBERS
National rankings:7th in 
annual total revenue and 
13th in contributions, gifts & 
grants.
Sources of gifts: 67% 
individuals, 9.54% corporate, 
10.13% private foundation, 
8% government and other 
grants, 4.67% groups & 
associations.
Revenue sources: 59% 
conference-related, 30% gifts & 
grants, 9% investment revenue, 
2% administrative fees.
Expenses: 85% programs, 
12% administration, 3% fund-
raising.
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EEach year since 1961, thousands 

of Michigan 4-H volunteers and 

older teens, MSU Extension staff 

members and resource persons have 

discovered 4-H through Michigan 

4-H’s skill-building workshops held 

at Kettunen Center.

“4-H volunteer leaders are the 

lifeblood of 4-H as they donate their 

time, energy and resources to serve 

as mentors to the 4-H members in 

their counties,”said John Grix, Ket-

tunen Center director. “What better 

way for the county to reward them 

than to offer a weekend training 

experience at a beautiful confer-

ence center in northern Michigan 

at a very low cost?”

Kettunen Center hosts an aver-

age of 18 4-H workshops annually. 

In 2006-07, 19 4-H workshops took 

place at Kettunen Center with a total 

of 1,727 4-H participants from 74 

counties. The 10 counties with the 

highest attendance were Cheboygan, 

Ottawa, Osceola, Kent, Midland, 

Ionia, Monroe, Oakland, Ingham 

and Saginaw. 

In 2003, a committee was 

formed to strengthen the relation-

ship between 4-H and Kettunen 

Center. The committee, chaired by 

Grix and Betsy Knox, 4-H program 

leader, conducted a variety of surveys 

to determine how Kettunen Center 

4-H workshops can best meet the 

needs of 4-H volunteers today.

The fi rst survey, Kettunen Center 

4-H Volunteer Training Workshop 

Evaluation, was conducted from fall 

2005 to fall 2006. It consisted of an 

exit survey of workshop participants 

at the conclusion of each workshop 

and a six-month follow-up survey 

with the same participants.

In the exit survey of 723 4-H vol-

unteers, nearly 74 percent indicated 

an increase in knowledge and skills 

in the workshop content area, and 

82 percent planned on using their 

knowledge in the next six months. 

Six months later, 90 percent of the 

workshop participants had used the 

knowledge and skills gained at a 

Kettunen Center workshop. 

“This is a signifi cant measure of 

the impact that Kettunen Center 4-H 

volunteer workshops have on prepar-

ing Michigan 4-H teen and adult 

volunteers to do youth development 

work in their home communities,” 

Knox said. 

A 2007 online survey of 913 

Michigan 4-H teen and adult volun-

teers from 79 counties indicated that 

90 percent had heard of Ketttunen 

Center and 52 percent had attended 

a 4-H volunteer training there. 

Ninety-nine percent of this group 

was satisfi ed with the training they 

received at the workshops. 

Eighty-two percent of the vol-

unteers are interested in attending 

project-specifi c 4-H volunteer train-

ing workshops. The top 10 workshop 

project areas that 4-H volunteers are 

interested in attending are commu-

nity service, leadership, photography, 

crafts, digital photography, fl ower 

gardening, veterinary science, veg-

etable gardening, wildlife (habitat, 

identifi cation) and horses/ponies. 

“We appreciate the volunteers 

who took the time to share their opin-

ions through the online survey. This 

is the fi rst time in recent memory that 

we have attempted to ask Michigan 

4-H volunteers from across the state 

about their volunteer training needs 

and interests,” Knox said.

The 2007-08 workshop season 

kicks off Sept. 22-23 with the 4-H 

Staff and Global and Cultural Edu-

cation County Volunteer Coordina-

tors Training. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation 

is able to offer 4-H workshops at a 

reduced cost with the generosity of 

donors. Workshop sponsorships are 

still available for 2007-08. If you or 

your organization is interested in 

sponsoring a 4-H workshop, please call 

the foundation at (517) 353-6692.

Each year, Kettunen Center hosts an average of 18 4-H volunteer 
workshops. Above are participants in the 4-H Future Entrepreneur 
track at the 4-H Peer Plus Workshop last January.

Survey shows Kettunen Center the natural place for 4-H

2006-07 Kettunen Center

BY THE NUMBERS
4-H workshops: 19
4-H workshop attendees: 1,727
4-H workshop attendee 
counties: 74
Total 4-H events: 79
Total 4-H youth: 2,762
Total 4-H adults: 1,492
Total 4-H families: 377
Non-4-H youth: 1,834
Non-4-H adults: 4,166
Non-4-H families: 437
Total conferences: 229
Total people: 11,115

Source: 2006-07 4-H Participation 
Report and 2006-07 Kettunen 
Center Full Service Analysis of Use

2007-08 4-H Workshops 
at Kettunen Center
Sept. 22-23 — 4-H Staff and 
Global and Cultural Education 
County Volunteer Coordinators 
Training

Oct. 5-6 — Fall 4-H Horse Galaxy

Oct. 6-7 — 4-H Crafts, Visual Arts 
and Performing Arts Workshop

Oct. 13-14  — 4-H Clothing & 
Textiles Workshop

Nov. 9-11 — 4-H Adult Horse 
Leaders Conference 

Jan. 11-13 — 4-H Peer Plus/The 
Future is YOU!

Jan. 26-27 — 4-H Citizenship, 
Leadership & Service Workshop

Feb. 22-23 — 4-H Veterinary 
Science Teen & Adult Leader 
Workshop

Feb. 23-24 — 4-H Beef, Sheep 
& Swine Teen & Adult Leader 
Workshop

Feb. 29-Mar. 2 — 4-H Plant 
Science & Entomology Workshop

Feb. 29-Mar. 2 — 4-H 
Environmental & Outdoor 
Education Teen & Adult Volunteer 
Training Workshop

Mar. 8-9 — 4-H Poultry Workshop

Mar. 15-16 — 4-H Family Science 
Weekend

Apr. 19-20 — 4-H Companion 
Animal Workshop

Apr. 25-27 — 4-H Shooting Sports 
Instructor Training
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AAnyone with a garden probably 

knows that gardens require con-

tinual upkeep and maintenance. The 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens are 

no exception. Each year the gardens 

need to be replanted, plants must be 

purchased, and the structures require 

repair and maintenance.

Student interns are essential to 

keep the gardens maintained. Cait-

lin Lorenc, of Beulaha, a Michigan 

State University junior, and Andy 

Sommerlot, Lansing, an MSU 

sophomore, had college internships 

in the gardens this past year. These 

intern positions are supported by 

the Mawby-Edison Family Fund 

endowment and the Rose Carlson 

Endowment Fund.

“I have been working in the 

gardens since September 2006. 

I ordered the plants, sowed and 

planted them,” Lorenc said. “I had 

to go through so many catalogs 

to decide what to order. There are 

plants we have to order each year 

like snapdragons and sensitive 

4-H Children’s Gardens interns repainted the Garden House in the 
outdoor garden’s Demonstration Plaza in August. Painting above 
is intern Andy Sommerlot.

4-H Children’s Gardens interns make over gardens

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 

BY THE NUMBERS
Programs
Butterfl ies in the Garden 
students: 3,300
Seeds of Science: 300 
students, 7 schools
Summer programs: 500 
children
Visitor tours: 1,600
Total visitors: 250,000
Staff: 2 full-time, 6 summer 
interns
Volunteers: 20
No. summer programs: 12 day 
programs, 8 summer series.

Garden Facts (outdoor, indoor)
Years old: 14, 4
Sq. Feet: 27,500, 1,500
No. theme gardens: 64, 25

“We all came from different 
backgrounds. I just started 
as a horticulture student 
and love working with 
plants. Andy had worked 
in the garden last summer. 
Eva is very artistic. We 
all had individual talents 
and abilities and built off 
each other.”

— Caitlin Lorenc, Michigan 
4-H Children’s Gardens Intern

plants, because the kids just love 

them. But I also tried new things, 

like a polar bear zinnia and bunny 

tails grass for the Animal Garden.

“I kept a database showing what 

was planted in what garden, when 

it was planted and how well each 

plant grew. During that time I also 

did tours and camps. I really, really 

enjoy giving tours and teaching 

kids about plants. 

“I definitely increased my 

knowledge about plants. I learned 

that the toothache or eyeball plant 

makes your mouth go numb. 

Working in the gardens has also 

helped me to relate to kids better. 

I still really enjoy working with 

plants, but I changed to an English 

major to write children’s books,” 

Lorenc said.

In May and June, 300 students 

from seven schools came to the 4-H 

Children’s Gardens for the three-day 

Seeds of Science program. In May, 

June and July, the 4-H Children’s Gar-

dens staff members and volunteers 

gave tours to more than 1,600 visi-

tors. More than 500 children aged 2 to 

16 participated in the summer family 

programs. The two most popular 

summer events were the Fairy and 

Elves Tea Party and Bug Day, each 

with more than 75 participants. 

“I also really enjoyed Bug Day 

because the interns all dressed 

up as bugs. The MSU Bug House 

brought collections and live bugs 

for the kids to hold. It was a great 

hands-on experience for the kids,” 

Lorenc said.

This was Andy Sommerlot’s 

second summer working in the gar-

dens. Known as the gardens resident 

painter and handyman, he repaired 

and cleaned the ponds, helped with 

the planting and painted structures 

in the garden, to name a few of his 

many tasks.

“I did a ton of painting this 

year, which is cool. I love painting 

and using the fun, crazy colors in 

the garden,” Sommerlot said. “We 

painted the garden house. All of 

us had to scrape the whole shed. 

It was four days of scraping and 

painting. It sounds bad, but when 

it was done it was worth it.”

“In the spring there was nothing 

in the gardens. We had to turn the 

beds over and till them. Caitlin had 

the gardens all planned out. There 

were days we planted thousands of 

plants a day. All of a sudden in early 

August we realize everything that we 

did — it just jumps up at you.

“I love the unique nature of the 

Children’s Gardens. Garden Day 

speakers mentioned that, when others 

are starting children’s gardens, they 

look at ours fi rst — it was a pioneer 

of children’s gardens,” he said.

Four additional student interns 

worked in the gardens this summer: 

high school students Rose Mat-

thews, Nicole Rowan, Eva Branden-

berg and Nicole Bricker, a member 

of the Multicultural Apprenticeship 

Program (MAP).

“We all came from different 

backgrounds. I just started as a 

horticulture student and love work-

ing with plants. Andy had worked in 

the garden last summer. Eva is very 

artistic. We all had individual talents 

and abilities and built off each other,” 

Lorenc said.
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Thanks to our Corporate 
Clover Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club 
is an annual giving program 
recognizing corporate and 
business gifts of $1,000 and 
above. 

Between June 1 and Aug. 27, 
2007,  corporate gifts were 
received from:

• DTE Energy Foundation
• Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau
• Michigan Horse Council
• Michigan Milk Producers 

Association
• Monroe County Farm Bureau
• Nutrition Impact, LLC
• Ohio-Michigan Equipment 

Dealers Association

Two Michigan 4-H programs 
receive national honors

The Kids Club of Leelanau 

County, led by Barb Duvall, and 

the Journey Mentoring Program of 

Ottawa County, managed by Lisa 

Bottomley, were recognized nation-

ally as Programs of Distinction. The 

Journey Mentoring Program also 

received the Annie E. Casey Family 

Strengthening Award.

Stained glass window 
donated to Kettunen Center

Michigan 4-H Foundation staff 

member Cindy Boge and her hus-

band, Robert, and parents, Joan and 

Gary Acton, donated a stained-glass 

window to Kettunen Center. The 

window is in the stairwell of the 

main lodge leading down to the 

main meeting areas. Boge worked 

closely with Kettunen Center staff 

members to create the window and 

ensure that all plants and birds were 

accurate representations of what 

you would see at the center.

4-H commercial to premiere 
Sept. 15 on CBS

National 4-H Council has part-

nered with the Horseland television 

show to promote the 4-H Youth 

Development Program to young 

people through television, Web and 

magazine advertising provided by 

DIC Entertainment. 4-H will receive 

100 30-second 4-H commercial 

spots during its yearlong run on 

Kewlopolis, the CBS weekend morn-

ing kids’ programming block. Tune 

in to Horseland on CBS to see the 

4-H commercial make its national 

premiere Sept. 15!




